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 Canadians:  A Portrait of a Country 
and Its People by Roy MacGregor

 http://www.1972summitseries.com/

 http://www.cbc.ca/hockeyhistory/

Hockey
 ‘In a land so inescapably cold, hockey is the dance of life, an 

affirmation that despite the deathly chill of winter we are alive.’
 Bruce Kidd & John Macfarlane

 ‘There are few matters that penetrate as deeply into the national 
soul as hockey.  This is hardly surprising…it is exactly the sport 
which should have evolved in a land of ice and cold.’
 Roy MacGregor

Our National Itch
 ‘Such a grand national itch for a game, however, can be 

difficult to explain to those who don’t readily share it, 
especially those Canadians who disdain the game and who 
argue, from time to time, that it has no reason to be 
carried on the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation because, 
well, it has nothing to do with the culture of the country.  

They could not be more wrong.
 Roy MacGregor

 ‘Few realize the game is a ‘political force in the life of 
Canadians’.
 Bruce Huchinson

Origins
 While there is debate about who first played the game, what 

cannot be disputed is that hockey’s origins are Canadian.
 Windsor, Nova Scotia:  King’s College School (hurly on ice).
 Mi'kmaq in Nova Scotia, called dehuntshigwa'es (lacrosse).

The Puck
 According to the Society for International Hockey Research, the 

word PUCK is derived from the Scottish and Gaelic word "puc" or 
the Irish word "poc", meaning to poke, punch or deliver a blow
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Women’s Hockey
 Many know that Lord Stanley (of 

Preston) invented the Stanley Cup to be 
awarded to the champion hockey team 
each year (it has since become a 
professional trophy).
 Few know that his daughter, Lady 

Isobel Stanley, was a pioneer in the 
women's game and is one of the first 
females ever to be photographed using 
puck and stick.

Hockey in the Olympics
 Began in the 1924 Games in Paris.
 Canada won six of the first seven Olympic gold medals for men’s 

hockey (Great Britain won the other).
 Women began playing hockey in the Olympics in 1998 in Nagano, 

Japan.

Eddie Shore & Ace Bailey
 Ace Bailey (left) of the Toronto 

Maple Leafs shakes the hand of 
Eddie Shore, defenceman for the 
Boston Bruins at the benefit 
NHL All-Star Game held in 
honour of Bailey. 

 Shore's hit on Bailey in a 1933 
game, which ended the career 
and nearly killed Bailey, led the 
NHL to stage the benefit game. 

 The concept of an All-Star Game 
would later become a permanent 
fixture for the NHL.

‘Terrible’ Ted Lindsay
 A hard-nosed hockey player 

who, while playing for the 
Detroit Red Wings, amassed 
over 800 NHL points.

 He is perhaps better 
remembered for standing up for 
players’ rights and for forming 
the first sports union:  The 
National Hockey League Players 
Association.

Jean Beliveau
 Became a member of the Montreal 

Canadiens at age 15.
 His name appears on the Stanley Cup 

a record 17 times.
 Was offered the post of Governor 

General of Canada, but declined.
 Now a member of the Senate of 

Canada.
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Gordie Howe
 Referred to as ‘Mr Hockey’, Howe played in 

the NHL during FIVE different decades.
 Received a Red Wing’s jacket as a signing 

bonus (players now routinely receive 
hundreds of thousands of dollars).

 Made famous the ‘Gordie Howe Hattrick’:  a 
goal, an assist, and a fight during the same 
game.

 Regarded as the best player to ever play the 
game ‘the way it was meant to be played’.

Tim Horton
 A good defenceman, Horton 

also realized that he needed a 
life AFTER hockey.

 He co-founded the franchise 
and lent his name as a way to 
sell more doughnuts.

 Sadly, Horton died at age 44 
in 1974, long before the Tim 
Hortons franchise achieved 
overwhelming success.

Bobby Orr
 Considered one of the greatest 

hockey players of all time.
 Signed by the Boston Bruins 

when he was 14.
 Re-invented the defence

position, as he was 
offensively-gifted, actually 
winning the NHL scoring race.

 Forced to retire due to two 
knee injuries.

Wayne Gretzky  The most offensively-gifted 
player to ever play the game.

 Brought hockey to a mass 
audience in the United States.

 Holds over 40 NHL records.
 Was inducted into the Hockey 

Hall of Fame immediately 
following his retirement.

 Widely-regarded as the 
greatest player ever to play 
the game:  ‘the Great One’.

 Only NHL player to have his 
number retired across the 
league (Jackie Robinson in 
baseball).

Mario Lemieux
 Perhaps the most talented 

scorer in hockey history.
 Holds the NHL record as the 

only player to score 5 goals 
in different ways in one game. 
(shorthanded, full strength, 
powerplay, penalty shot, and 
empty net) 

 Retired TWICE from the NHL.
 Current co-owner of the 

Penguins.

Sidney Crosby
 The ‘Next One’
 Has been in the Canadian 

public’s eye since he was an 
elementary school student.

 The youngest captain in NHL 
history.

 A Maritimer:  he was born in 
Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tim_Horton_-_Toronto_Maple_Leafs_-_LAC_E002343748.jpg
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Maurice Richard:  Quebec Hero
 The ‘political’ hockey player.
 A suspension during the playoffs sparked a violent riot (the Richard 

Riot) in 1955.  Many point to this event as the spark for renewed 
Quebec nationalism and the beginning of the separatist movement.

 ‘As for church, we found there the tranquility of God:  there we 
forgot school and dreamed about the next hockey game.  Through 
our daydreams it might happen that we would recite a prayer:  we 
would ask God to help us play as well as Maurice Richard’.
 Roch Carrier (The Hockey Sweater)

The Hockey Sweater (Roch Carrier)

1972:  The Summit Series
Origins
 The series was played at the height of the Cold War, and intense 

feelings of nationalism were aroused by the contest in both 
Canada and the Soviet Union. 
 The series was of particular interest to Canadian residents due to the 

fact that Canada was the birthplace of hockey.

 Canadian players (and NHL players in general) were considered the 
best players in the world and scoffed at the challenge from the 
Soviet Union.
 Soviets couldn’t leave the USSR to play in the NHL.
 Canada expected to win the eight game series 8-0.

The Series
 The first four games were played in NHL arenas and the Canadian 

players (and the Canadian public) were shocked.

Game One
 Held in Montreal, Canada took a two-goal lead six minutes.  Canadian 

spectators and pundits alike felt that pre-series predictions of a rout had 
been proven correct. The hard-working Soviets staged a comeback, 
though, tying the score before the end of the first period. 

 The Soviets staged a comeback and won the 7-3. 
 The Canadian players later commented on the superior physical 

conditioning of the Soviets, as well as their disciplined and relentless 
playing style.

 This insufficient physical conditioning—was to be a common feature of 
the series. 

 Another difference was that the Soviets stayed in peak physical 
condition all year round, while the Canadians had a summer off-season 
and relied upon the last-minute training camp to get back in shape.

http://www.nfb.ca/film/sweater/
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Game Two
 Game 2 was played at Maple Leaf Gardens 

in Toronto. 
 Team Canada responded to their previous 

defeat with strong play in this game.
 With the score at 2-1 in the third period, 

Peter Mahovlich (a Maple Leaf player) 
scored a remarkable shorthanded goal, in 
which he deked both the Soviet defender 1-
on-1, then Tretiak to give Canada a two-goal 
lead. 

 With enough momentum from the goal to 
successfully defend their lead, Team Canada 
won the game 4-1 and tied the series.

Game Three
 Played in Winnipeg; the score was tied 4-4.
 But the series was turning nasty.

Game Four
 Team Canada played poorly in Game 

Four in Vancouver, losing 5-3, and the 
crowd of 15,570 fans echoed the rest 
of Canada's sentiments: Team Canada 
was booed off the ice at game's end. 

 Responding to the negative public and 
media reaction in light of the 
expectation for an overwhelming Team 
Canada sweep of the series, Phil 
Esposito made an emotional outburst on 
Canadian national television:

Phil Esposito
 ‘To the people across Canada, we gave it 

our best.  To the people that booed us, 
geez, all of us guys are really 
disheartened.  We’re disillusioned and 
disappointed.  We cannot believe the bad 
press we’ve got, the booing we’ve got in 
our own building.  I’m completely 
disappointed.  I cannot believe it.  Every 
one of us guys – thirty-five guys – we 
came out because we love our country.  
Not for any other reason.  We came 
because we love Canada’.

To the Soviet Union
 Down 2-1-1 in the series, 

Canada travelled to the mostly 
hostile USSR to play the 
remaining four games.  It 
wasn’t going to be easy… 

Game 5
 Team Canada went to the Soviet Union for the final four games at 

the Luzhniki Ice Palace, accompanied by 3,000 Canadian fans. 
 Many Team Canada players all went home for various reasons, 

making it even more difficult for our side.
 In game five in Moscow, Canada led 4-1, but ended up losing the 

game 5-4. 
 Team Canada was now faced with the hard fact that with three 

games remaining in the series, the Soviets were ahead by two 
victories. 
 To add to the Canadian struggles, Gilbert Perreault left Team Canada 

to focus on Buffalo Sabres training camp, along with teammate Rick 
Martin.
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Game 6
 Game Six was a Canadian 3-2 victory.  Prior to the game, the 

Canadians became upset over a shipment of beer that they believed the 
Soviets had deliberately "lost" at the airport.
 Following the game, the Canadians complained that the German referees 

were biased, since Canada was handed 31 penalty minutes during the 
game, while the Soviets only received four.

 This game also saw the most controversial play of the entire series. In the 
second period, Bobby Clarke deliberately slashed Valery Kharlamov's ankle, 
fracturing it. 

 Years later, John Ferguson, Sr., the assistant coach of Team Canada, was 
quoted as saying "I called Clarke over to the bench, looked over at 
Kharlamov and said, 'I think he needs a tap on the ankle.‘”

 Kharlamov was the Soviets' best forward, and although he played the rest 
of the game, he missed Game Seven and was largely ineffectual in Game 
Eight.

Game 7
 Canada won Game Seven by the score of 4-3, with Paul 

Henderson scoring the winning goal late in the third period. 

 The game also featured a controversial incident: During the third 
period, a small scuffle broke out between Canada's Gary Bergman, 
and Russia's Boris Mikhailov, in which the future Soviet captain 
committed a cardinal sin in hockey, using his skate as a weapon, 
kicking Gary Bergman two times before the fight ended.

 Now, with the series tied at 3-3-1, it all came down to the eighth 
and final game (high drama).

Game 8
 In Canada, the entire country just about shut down for the game, 

with many watching it at work or school. 
 It was tied 2-2 after the first period.
 During the second intermission, goalie Ken Dryden was reported to 

have thought, "If we lose this one, I'll be the most hated man in 
Canada."

Game 8
 After two periods, the Soviets pulled ahead 5-3.  Things looked 

bleak for Team Canada.
 But the Canadians came out roaring in the third period and 

evened it up. 
 During this period, Team Canada’s General Manager, Alan Eagleson, 

became involved in a skirmish with Soviet fans.  As he was being 
subdued by the Soviet police, the Canadian players headed over, 
Peter Mahovlich actually going over the boards to confront police 
with his stick. 

 Eagleson was freed, and the coaches escorted him across the ice to 
the bench. In anger, he shoved his fist to the Soviet crowd, as a few 
other Canadian supporters also gave the finger to the Soviets.

Game 8
 In the final minute of play, Paul Henderson stood up at the bench 

and called Mahovlich off the ice as he was skating by. 
 Then, with just 34 seconds remaining in the game, Henderson, in 

perhaps the most famous moment in Canadian sports history, 
scored for Canada, jamming in a rebound behind Soviet goaltender 
Vladislav Tretiak. 
 "I jumped on the ice and rushed straight for their net. I had this 

strange feeling that I could score the winning goal” (Henderson)
 This play is widely known as "the goal heard around the world" and 

was captured on film by cameraman Frank Lennon. 
 The picture became one of Canada's most famous photographs. 

Canada held on for the win in the game and thus the series.
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The Legacy
 As time passed, the significance of the series grew in the public 

consciousness, and the term "Summit Series" became its unofficial 
accepted name. 

 In Canada today, the Summit Series remains a source of much 
national pride, and is seen by many as a landmark event in 
Canadian cultural history. 

 In Canada, Paul Henderson's goal is likely the most well-known in 
the history of the game. 

Regarding Hockey
 Hockey is Canada’s game.  It may also be 

Canada’s national theatre…it is a place where 
the monumental themes of Canadian life are 
played out – English and French, East and 
West, Canada and the US, Canada and the 
world, the timeless tensions of commerce and 
culture, our struggle to survive and civilize 
winter’.
 Ken Dryden in The Game

Regarding Hockey
 The game…transcends emotion.  

Love hockey with a passion or 
hate it with a passion, the 
game still dominates small talk 
at a level comparable only to 
the weather.
 Roy MacGregor:  Canadians:  A 

Portrait of a Country and Its 
People


