
MRHS Canadian History 621 

The Great Canadian Radio Drama 

Not long after Confederation, Guglielmo Marconi transmitted radio waves across the Atlantic Ocean (surely, you 

remember the outstanding Heritage Minute dedicated to the feat).  Not long after, radio became the staple in family 

entertainment.  Central to the success of the radio was the Radio Drama, whereby actors would read from scripts and 

entertain listeners with tales of the Lone Ranger, Fibber McGee (not Ms McGee, although she lies an awful lot), the 

Shadow, and tales from world history. 

 

The purpose of this activity is to take one story from our study of Canadian history (from the time of the Vikings to Confederation and 

the study of Louis Riel) and create a three-to-five minute radio drama, complete with sound effects.  Students have the option of 

performing this drama in class or using their technological skill to create an audio file.  Students may also work alone, in pairs, or in 

groups.  Just ensure that everyone plays a role.  On the due date, each submission must include a sheet of paper which outlines the event 

in Canadian history being portrayed and also a list of who is playing what role. 

 

For those students who do not want to perform the radio drama in class or on audio file, a script must also be created which would 

approximate 3-5 minutes of airtime for our radio show.  This script must include directions and sound effects. 

 

The Events (include, but are not limited to): 

Some Possible Events from A Brief History of Canada: 

 The landing of the Vikings 

 Our early European explorers (John Cabot, Samuel de Champlain, Jacques Cartier, Martin Frobisher, John Hudson) 

 Some fur trading tales and attempts at evangelical missions 

 The union of the Canadas 

 Conquest of Quebec or any of the other British-French struggles from 1760-1849 

 A disagreement over Upper and Lower Canada’s names 

 Britain’s dilemma over its most reluctant colony:  Newfoundland 

 Leaders in each of the provinces debate the merits and dangers of joining Confederation 

 US leaders discuss the prospect of Manifest Destiny and what Canada will bring them 

 Railroad building stories 

 Fenians! 

 Little-known but fascinating things that happened at the Charlottetown Conference (or Quebec or London Conferences) 

 Clifford Sifton ‘selling’ Western Canada to Eastern Europeans with a limited grasp of English 

 The decline of the buffalo hunt 

 The earliest Northwest Mounted Police barracks and some of the ‘issues’ they had to deal with in the West 

 The Flood Tide arrives in Western Canada and you’re one of the immigrant families.  What’s your story? 

 Many more possibilities. 

 

Some Possible Events from Louis Riel and the Métis: 

 Louis Riel leaves his training for the priesthood and returns to Red River 

 Louis Riel and his buddies meet the Canadian surveyors (Riel’s line ‘You go no further’ should be part of the script 

 Riel and his buddies discuss the formation of their provisional government (make it a debate over its legality, how it would work, 

possible repercussions, etc) 

 The seizing of Upper Fort Garry and the establishment of Riel’s provisional government, including Riel’s first address to the citizens 

of Red River 

 The arrest, detention, bad behaviour, and final execution of Thomas Scott 

 Father Noel-Joseph Ritchot’s negotiations with the government, concluding with Manitoba entering Confederation (begin with Riel’s 

final instructions to the priest) 

 Members of the Red River Expedition traveling west in order to apprehend Riel; you are cold, angry, and you miss your families 

 Riel:  the Lost Years.  Try to imagine Louis Riel’s life from the time he fled to Montana in 1869 until his return to Batoche in 1885.  

Focus on family and his going mad. 

 Gabriel Dumont travels to Montana and convinces Riel that his people need him in Batoche for the Northwest Rebellion in 1885. 

 Riel tries to enlist the support of Aboriginals, white settlers, and the church for the 1885 rebellion, with little success. 

 The buffalo discuss their declining numbers and the apparent uprising among the men who once hunted them. 

 A Canadian surveyor tries to explain the benefits of SQUARE CONCESSION while a Metis argues for the SEIGNEURIAL SYSTEM of 

land division. 

 The Northwest Mounted Police barracks near Batoche; your lazy day has been interrupted by news of a Metis uprising; what will 

you do? 

 The capture of Louis Riel by the NWMP and soldiers from Canada 

 The Riel trial - the arguments by the accused and the prosecution 

 The death of Louis Riel - include his last words, the prayers by a priest, the executioner (who has a morbid sense of humor, by the 

way) and the crowd. 

 

 

Assessment for both versions of the Great Canadian Radio Drama will be posted on line on the Canadian History 621 page 

at coffinblog. 


