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Provincial (PEI)

 The Legislative Assembly is the parliament of Prince 
Edward Island. 
 It is the focal point of our democratic process. 

 Elected members conduct the their formal 
responsibilities, and those which will have the most 
significant impact on Islanders.

 Like Canadian Parliament, elected representatives 
from districts across the province gather to make laws, 
vote on bills, debate issues, and hold the government 
of PEI accountable for its management of public 
affairs.
 There are 27 members in the Legislative Assembly, each 

representing a specific constituency or riding.
 This basically means that PEI has been divided into 27 

districts and each district gets to vote for a representative to 
send to the Legislative Assembly to represent its interests.
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 Responsible for the passage of laws that fall under 
provincial jurisdiction.

 Responsible for the approval of PEI government 
spending.

 Provides a forum for debate about issues important to 
Islanders

 Hold government accountable for its management of 
public affairs.

 How do we define ‘government’ on PEI?

 Prince Edward Islanders often use the term government
to encompass everything connected with:
 making and enforcing laws, 

 collecting taxes, 

 providing public services like healthcare and education, 

 representing citizens and acting on their concerns,

 employing people across the province in the civil service.
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Legislative

• Made up of the elected members of the Legislative 
Assembly.

Executive

• Made up of the Premier and the Executive Council 
(often referred to as Cabinet), along with the various 
departments of the provincial government.

Judicial

• Consists of the Supreme Court and the Provincial 
Courts of the province.

 As in Ottawa, each component of government has a 
different, but complementary, role to play in the way 
we govern ourselves. 

 All three branches are also linked through the Queen, 
who is our head of state and is represented in Prince 
Edward Island by the Lieutenant-Governor.

Legislative
• Made up of the elected members of the Legislative Assembly.

Executive

• Made up of the Premier and the Executive Council (often referred to 
as Cabinet), along with the various departments of the provincial 
government.

Judicial

• Consists of the Supreme Court and the Provincial Courts of the 
province.
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 The Speaker sits upon the dias, 
government members to his or her 
left and members of the Opposition 
to his right (the opposite of the 
House of Commons). 

 The Premier and members of the 
Executive Council (Cabinet) sit in 
the front row on the government 
side. The Leader of the Opposition 
sits facing the Premier, in the front 
row on the  Speaker’s right. 

 Many of the desks and chairs still in 
use in the Legislative Chamber are 
the original furnishings made for the 
1847 sitting of the Assembly, which 
was the first to take place in 
Province House. 

 Although Members of the 
Legislative Assembly 
(MLAs) work year round in 
their districts and on 
committees, the House is  
in session only part of the 
year. 

 In Prince Edward Island, 
the House sits twice each 
year for approximately 16 
weeks, usually in the spring 
and fall. All proceedings of 
the House are open to the 
public.

 Question Period
 A daily 40-minute period 

when opposition MLAs 
and private members of 
the government party may 
question the Premier and 
Cabinet ministers about 
any aspect of government 
policy or activities. 

 As in the House of 
Commons, every question 
is addressed through the 
Speaker and not directly to 
ministers.

Much Like Ottawa

(Except for Those Crazy Senators)
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 Public Bill
 One introduced by a 

member of the 
government in the 
provincial cabinet.

 Private Bill
 Introduced by someone 

not a member of the 
provincial cabinet, 
either government or 
opposition.

 Stages:
 Introduction & First Reading
 Second Reading

 Followed by debate

 Committee of Whole House
 All members of the LA 

discuss, debate, amend, and 
sometimes reject.

 Third Reading & Pass
 Royal Assent

 Granted by the Lieutenant 
Governor in a special 
ceremony.

 Speaker
 Makes people observe the 

parliamentary process.

 Legislative Pages
 Students working in the 

LA (Dillon).

 House Leader
 Manage the affairs of the 

LA.

 Party Whip
 Makes sure his/her caucus 

shows up in the LA when 
required (for votes, etc.)

 Premier
 Leader of the party with 

the most seats in the LA.

 Cabinet
 Small group of MLAs who 

run departments.

 Opposition
 Has the second-most seats 

in the LA.

 Committees
 Members on both sides of 

the LA who discuss and 
debate policies.


