
Canadian History 621 Activity - World War One Photo Essay - Poetry Through Art 

The Photo Essay 

 

A photo essay is a set or series of photographs that are intended to tell a story or evoke a series 

of emotions in the viewer.  Photo essays range from purely photographic works to photographs 

with captions or small notes to full text essays with a few or many accompanying photographs. 

Photo essays can be sequential in nature, intended to be viewed in a particular order, or they 

may consist of non-ordered photographs which may be viewed all at once or in an order chosen 

by the viewer.  All photo essays are collections of photographs, but not all collections of 

photographs are photo essays.  Photo essays often address a certain issue or attempt to capture 

the character of places and events. Do an online search for people who have undertaken photo 

essays, including Bruce Davidson, W. Eugene Smith and Walker Evans. 

 

 

 

 

 

A photo essay can take a number of forms, including: 

 An article in a publication, sometimes a full page or a two-page spread.  Newspapers and news magazines often have multi-page 

photo essays about significant events, both good and bad, such as a sports championship or a national disaster.  

 A book or other complete publication.  

 A web page or portion of a web site.  

 A single montage or collage of photographic images, with text or other additions, intended to be viewed both as a whole and as 

individual photographs. Such a work may also fall in the category of mixed media.  

 An art show which is staged at a particular time and location. Some such shows also fall in the category of installation art. 

 A slide show or similar presentation, possibly with spoken text, which could be delivered on slides, on DVD, or on a web site.  

 

World War One Poetry 

The Great War was a time of great suffering, yet it yielded an outstanding collection of art and literature, including poetry.  In fact, 

poetry from World War One is among the most celebrated in history.  Sometimes, from great pain comes even greater art.  As 

Canadians, we are all familiar with John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Fields’, perhaps the most famous of World War One poems.  Another 

work of art is Wilfred Owen’s ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’.  These are two of literally thousands of outstanding works of art from this era. 

 

Your Task 

Choose a poem from World War One and create a photo essay based on the content of that poem.  The method in which you create 

this essay is up to you (document, scrap book, slide show, web site, movie, etc).  As usual, more credit is available to those who are 

especially creative and take the time to do superlative work.  Each page/slide/link must include at least one line from the poem AND a 

representative picture/photo/piece of art to accurately portray the poet’s thoughts or the theme.  You shall find a sample photo essay in 

the S: DRIVE entitled photo PHOTO-ESSAY.PPT which was created for the opening stanza of ANTHEM FOR DOOMED YOUTH, written 

by Wilfred Owen, perhaps the best of the war-time poets.  Your photo essays must include at least 10 representative photos. 

 

Some Interesting Photo Essay Sites 

http://www.time.com/time/photoessays 

http://www.unicef.org/photoessays/index-pe.html 

http://www.macleans.ca/multimedia/photo.jsp 

 

 

Photo Essay Assessment 

 

Each category shall be assessed on a scale of 4 (outstanding) to 1 (weak). 

Do your photos follow the theme? 4 3 2 1 

Are the photos clear and appropriate to subject matter? 4 3 2 1 

Is there continuity in the essay? 4 3 2 1 

Are there good transitions between ideas? 4 3 2 1 

Does the photo essay convey the proper message? 4 3 2 1 

Coffin Caliber Score 4 3 2 1 

Total Score /24 
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