
Canadian History 621A - Course Outline 2010 

Instructor: Coffin 
Text: Canada’s History: Voices and Visions 
Classroom: 229 
 
Topics 

Through the study of our country’s history, we will explore our origins, our struggles, and the importance of our culture, conflict, and our unique place in the world. 
We will begin our study of history after Confederation, and lead to present-day themes and issues.  The text is organized into thematic units which address 
persistent questions in Canada’s history:  Globalization, Development, Sovereignty, Governance, and Justice.  The sixth unit requires and engages students in a 
specific piece of historical research.  The course emphasizes the importance of student research in the examination of Canada’s history and - in particular - the 
contributions of the young men and women who have served our country in times of global conflict.  Some areas of focus:   
 

Culture and Displacement Confederation Colonization Political Systems Canada in Afghanistan 

World War One World War Two Global Influences on Canada Guest Presentations First Nations Issues 

Canadian Sovereignty Canada's Global Role Industrialization Canadian Immigration Human Rights Issues 

Current Issues in Canada Student Chosen Topics Terrorism in Canada The Olympics Future Issues in Canada 

 
Assignments & Assessment 

This is a grade twelve academic course with a significant workload.  It is a university-prep course, meaning there is an emphasis on reading, research and the 
application of research.  There are daily notes, readings, assignments, and research topics.  Students are expected to work at home.  Your instructor will be very 
demanding of students for participation, assignments, and research projects.  Assessment for each activity will be available online and will be clearly-explained with 
checklists and rubrics.  Some possible assignments: 
 

Canadian Mosaic Cenotaph Research Project Article Reviews History's Fab Five 

Photography Project Photo Essays Analyzing Primary Sources Living History:  Interviews 

World War Weekend Poetry of the World Wars Oral History Project Immigration WebQuest 

Current Issues in Canada Creating Heritage Minutes Propaganda Posters of the World Wars Olympian Profiles 

 
General Classroom Stuff 

 If you don't have a USB jump drive, it is highly-recommended that you get one.  There are a number of electronic assignments that will require you to work 
both in school and at home. 

 If you have a verifiable excuse for being absent on a test day, you will write the missed test during lunch (or on a free block) on your return date or the grade 
will be zero.  Test totals will not be dropped or added to exams.  Verifiable excuses must come from home via a signed note from parents/guardians. 

 Similar rules apply to assignments.  If you are not going to be in school on a due date, you MUST ensure your assignment is delivered before 3:05 or you will be 
marked late.  If – for some reason – you cannot submit on time, a note from a parent/guardian MAY save you from being marked as late. 

 For the most part, all written assignments may be submitted electronically to the e-mail address below.  Major multimedia shows should be submitted on jump 
drive (or CD) as they are often too large to be sent via the Internet. 

 
Attendance 

 Students are obviously expected to attend class daily.  Sickness/family issues are understandable and excusable reasons for missing class.  After five un-excused 
absences, parents are contacted by the school.  Students who are consistently late for class may find themselves locked out of the classroom only to be welcomed 
back after a meeting with parents and administration. 

 You will miss material if you miss a day in History 621.  If you happen to miss a day, check: 
     http://coffin.wordpress.com/ (daily review of the work completed in class/assignments/due dates) 
     iecoffin@edu.pe.ca     (where you send assignments and ask questions) 
 
All assignments and notes will be posted on coffinblog, which is also where students may also refresh their memories about what was done in class on any given day.  
It is especially useful to students who miss a day of class and want to know what is happening.  It is required that students missing days check the blog.  
Coffin will not accept excuses for missing work from students who miss time.  They must use the blog and/or contact classmates.  It is a course responsibility.  
 
Canadian Historical Fiction 

At various points in the semester, students will be exposed to award-winning wartime fiction from Canadian writers such as Joseph Boyden and Charles Yale Harrison 
(and others).  As we shall focus on Canada’s role in the world wars, it is important to experience the viewpoint of Canadian soldiers and artists.  Occasionally, a 
chapter or excerpt shall be read to the class with discussion to follow. 
 
Weekly Discussion Forum  

A course requirement (worth approximately 20% of the overall grade in History 621A) is participation in a weekly discussion forum.  Each Wednesday, a 
question/article will be posted on the discussion forum for this class (http://coffin2.wordpress.com).  You will have until 11:59 pm the following Wednesday to 
complete your response.  Occasionally, you will pose your own questions on the Open Forum section of the site and students from this class (and other blog 
subcribers) shall respond.  Responses are usually 250-words. Students are required to complete responses on their own time, although one day per week 
(Wednesday) has been booked in the library for completion of activities and discussion responses. 
 
  

http://coffin.wordpress.com/
mailto:iecoffin@edu.pe.ca
http://coffin2.wordpress.com/


Weekly Research 

Research is an integral portion of this course.  Also of importance is the manner in which you present your research.  Occasionally, single students will be required 
to present their research to their classmates by way of a prepared speech or multimedia presentation.  If you have difficulties presenting in front of your peers, you 
may be in for a long semester.  Since Canadian History 621A students spend much of their time researching, our one day per week in the library will also be used 
to read and research materials on the Internet or texts available to us.  Students will have to strike a balance between completing weekly discussion activities and 
working on larger research activities.  Class will meet in the labs on these appointed days.  These days are also a privilege – not a right.  If your instructor feels that 
the library time so generously provided is being mis-used, the days will be taken away (but the discussions and activities will remain). 
 
Required Readings 

With each unit of study, students will also be given a required reading (a chapter in our text or other texts, magazine or Internet articles, maps, documents, video, 
audio, etc).  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with the required readings and all readings are fair game for tests, weekly discussions, and examinations.  
Many university history classes will also have this feature.  For the most part, most of the homework for this course is ensuring you have read the assigned texts. 
 
Cenotaph Research Project 

If possible this semester, we will each choose a soldier from the First World War (whose name appears on a local cenotaph), attain his war record and try to retrace 
his steps on the European battlefields.  This is a major research project, but also very rewarding.  In some cases, we will forward our findings to the soldier’s family - 
who, in most cases, never knew the story of their ancestor’s life and death.  In order to facilitate this project (and the World War Weekend), students will be asked 
to help carry out a small (and relatively painless) fundraising endeavour. 
 
World War Weekend 

In early June, this class will also participate in an outdoor overnight activity which simulates the experiences of Canada’s Expeditionary Force’s soldiers in the World 
Wars.  The activity includes marching, combat training (with members of the PEI Regiment), preparing trenches, sleeping in barracks, and participating in a 
simulated battle (at Spike’s Paintball in York, PEI).  Students may have to conduct some nominal fundraising to help us subsidize this endeavour (and the Cenotaph 
Research Project, if we do it). 
 
Mid-Term & Final Evaluations 

This course offers students the opportunity to write one formal examination and to participate in one alternative type of assessment (oral history project, symposium, 
etc).  We shall decide as a class whether we would prefer the written examination at the mid-term or at the conclusion of the course. 
 
Cell Phones and iPods 

Morell Regional High School's policy states that no one may use a cell phone inside the building.  To facilitate this, each student is required to surrender his/her 
phone immediately upon entering Coffin's classroom (on a shelf at the front of the room).  Phones shall be returned at the end of the class.  Failure to to do will result 
in the student losing her/her phone for the semester.  Listening to iPods is permissible when class is held in the library. 
 
MRHS Social Studies Assignment Policy 

Teachers will provide students with two types of assignments:  Standard and Major.  Standard assignments are assigned activities that are given to further strengthen 
concepts in the course.  Major assignments are compulsory activities and course requirements; therefore, they must be completed before course credit is awarded. 

 
Standard Assignments: 
Students are expected to submit standard assignments on or before the assigned due date.  Late assignments will be reduced in value by 10% per day late.  After 
the fifth day, the assignment is worth zero and will not be accepted.  It will not receive a mark of incomplete. 
 
Major Assignments:  
Students are expected to submit major assignments on or before the assigned due date.  Late assignments will be reduced in value by 10% per day late until the 
fifth day, when the assignment is classified as incomplete, resulting in a loss of course credit.  Major assignments will be accepted until one week prior to the 
final instructional day of the semester and will be awarded credit (up to 50%).  At such time, the grade of incomplete will be changed for course credit. 

 
MLA Format 

Activities assigned in History 621A must submitted using proper MLA format (double-spaced, with identification lines in the top left corner, proper pagination and 
referencing).  Improperly-formatted activities will be returned without assessment.  See coffinblog research for proper MLA format rules. 
 
Course Assessment (subject to change) 

This course is graded cumulatively, focusing on a unit-to-unit study.  Typically, each study unit includes notes and discussion (including guest speakers), one or two 
discussion responses, and an activity.  Units will be determined as the course progresses, but will generally be valued at 5-10% per unit of study (depending on the 
size and scope of the activity assigned).  The mid-term examination is valued at 10% and the final symposium is valued at 10% as well.  Some possible topics/totals: 
 

Afghanistan 5% Canada's Governmental Systems 5%  

The Canadian Experience 10% Canada & the Olympics 5%  

Louis Riel and the Métis 5% Oral History Project 10% We will do ONE of these 
activities.  Not both. 

World War One 10% Cenotaph Research Project 10% 

Boom, Bust & Dust 5% World War Weekend 5%  

Canadian Immigration Policies 5% Mid-Term Examination 10%  

Land, Culture & Displacement 5% Final Exam Symposium 10%  

World War Two 10% Total 100%  

 


