
The Brief History Of…/The Story Of… 

Activity Type:   Standard 

Due Date:   Monday, February 15 

 

There are many Canadian symbols which we recognize and admire, but do we really know much about 

them?  There are also many Canadian stories that are interesting and entertaining that don't necessarily make 

it into the history books. 

 

This short research activity will give History 621 students the opportunity to discover a little bit more about some of the 

people, places, and symbols in Canada. 

 

The Plan 

1. Choose a Canadian symbol or icon about which you'd like to know a little bit more (the old standards like Don 

Cherry, the discovery of Insulin, Wayne Gretzky, The Famous Five, the FLQ Crisis, Prime Ministers, etc will not be 

approved).  Topics deemed too boring (or overdone) will also be denied. 

2. Think a little more globally about stuff like how they tap maple syrup, why the beaver is our national animal, why is 

our money several different colors, who invented hockey, what's the story behind our flag, what's the story behind the 

CBC, why did we choose the maple leaf as our national emblem, etc. 

3. Run your idea by Coffin to see if it is an acceptable research topic. 

4. Accumulate some information via the Internet, magazines, online pdf searches, and other resources available to us in 

the library.  Make sure to keep track of your research sources (using an online citation generator). 

5. When research has been compiled, plan and write a 500-550 word informal essay, giving the brief history of your 

chosen subject.  Since you have only 500-550 words, you'll have to be choosy about the information you include.  

Leave out mundane information – include the details you find most interesting.  Chances are that your reader will also 

find them interesting. 

6. If you use direct lines and information from one of your sources, make sure to properly cite it using proper MLA 

citation. 

7. The paper must be written using proper MLA format.  The rules for proper MLA citation appear on the coffinblog 

Research page. 

8. Your paper should also include some representative photos related to your topic.  Both WordPerfect and Microsoft 

Word allow users to embed photographs into documents.  Your paper should have a minimum of three embedded 

photographs. 

9. All papers must include a Works Cited page which tells the reader which sources you used.  It must be properly-

formatted in MLA style. 

10. Finally, the final section of your paper should include your own thoughts about your subject.  Evaluate its historical 

significance and tell the reader why you chose the topic you did. 

 

Assessment 

 

Categories & Criteria 4 3 2 1 

Knowledge & Understanding 

Demonstrates that author has gained in-depth new knowledge about the topic and shows strong 

understanding of how Primary Research can be used. 

    

Evidence 

Collects and presents specific, relevant, and accurate evidence.  Very effective use and evaluation 

of varied sources throughout paper. 

    

Writing Conventions & Mechanics 

Organizes well with a clear, compelling focus.  Shows a confident writing style; student voice is 

evident; writes with lively, engaging language.  Grammar and punctuation are nearly flawless 

    

MLA Style 

Uses transitions effectively.  Uses in-text citations for inserted researched material; double-spaces; 

includes a properly-formatted informal cover page and Works Cited page. 

    

Photographs 

Includes representative photographs to further emphasize/symbolize content of the paper.  Photos 

are clear and well-chosen.  They are also properly embedded in the text. 

    

Coffin Caliber 

Student confidently and strongly presents information that effectively supports the written paper.  

Student reflects on or explains interpersonal research process in a clear, compelling way. 

    

 


