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Poetic Form 
and  Genre



What is Form?

The arrangement or method used to convey 
the content, such as free verse, ballad, 

haiku, etc. In other words, the “way-it-is-
said.” 



Different Types of Form

• Open: poetic form free from regularity and consistency 
in elements such as rhyme, line length, and metrical form

• Closed: poetic form subject to a fixed structure and 
pattern



Different Types of Form

 Blank Verse: unrhymed iambic pentameter (much of the 
plays of Shakespeare are written in this form)

 Free Verse: Lines with no prescribed pattern or structure- 
the poet determines all the variables for each poem



What is Fixed Form?

 Fixed Form: A poem which follows a set pattern of meter, rhyme 
scheme, stanza form, is called a fixed form.

Most poets feel a need for familiarity and practice with established 
forms as essential to learning the craft, but having explored the 

techniques and constraints of each, they go on to experiment and 
extend their imaginative creativity in new directions.



Haiku 

The Haiku is a short Japanese poem that follows a 
pattern of 5 syllable line, 7 syllable line, 5 syllable line. It 
is usually written about the human experience or nature 
and includes intense imagery 

a lightning flash—
and piercing the darkness

a heron’s shriek



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7-2_gUuWK4


Try it! 

Write a Haiku for each of the following seasons: 

Spring 

Summer

Fall

Winter 



Limericks 

A limerick is a short, humorous, or nonsense poem with a strict 
rhyme scheme (AABBA). The first two lines rhyme with the last line 
and the third and fourth line rhyme, and they are usually shorter. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-rN3DGMCsE


Concrete Poetry 
 In a concrete poem, or also called shape poem,  the placement of 
words on the page is related to the meaning of the poem. 



Epitaph 

An epitaph is a poem that mourns someone’s death, usually 
intended to appear on that person’s tombstone. Although 

epitaphs are usually serious, it’s also possible for a rhyming 
epitaph to tell a funny story in a very short way. Often a 

funny epitaph is only four lines long.

Rest in Peas
Here lies the body of Izzy Dunn-Eaton.
It’s hard to believe what he tried.
He tasted the school cafeteria food
and Izzy Dunn-Eaton then died.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLaPy2UhTbM


Ode 

An ode can be generalized as a formal address to an event, 
a person, or a thing not present. 

Ode on the West Wind - Percy Shelley

O wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn's being,
Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead
Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing,

Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic red,
Pestilence-stricken multitudes: O thou,
Who chariotest to their dark wintry bed

The wingèd seeds, where they lie cold and low,
Each like a corpse within its grave,until
Thine azure sister of the Spring shall blow

Her clarion o'er the dreaming earth, and fill
(Driving sweet buds like flocks to feed in air)
With living hues and odours plain and hill:

Wild Spirit, which art moving everywhere;
Destroyer and Preserver; hear, O hear!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_0MfdPH4fM


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMGUXxzKIxo


Ballad Poetry 

A typical ballad is a plot-driven song, 
with one or more characters 

hurriedly unfurling events leading to 
a dramatic conclusion. At best, a 

ballad does not tell the reader what’s 
happening, but rather shows the 

reader what’s happening, describing 
each crucial moment in the trail of 
events. To convey that sense of 
emotional urgency, the ballad is 

often constructed in quatrain 
stanzas,and rhyming either the 
second and fourth lines, or all 

alternating lines.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGbkuPaJ_no


http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15884

Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15884
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15884


John Henry 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171628

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171628
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171628
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cb1DqGC1Ey4


Spoken Word Poetry 

Spoken word poetry is poetry that is written on a page but 
performed for an audience. This poetry tends to 

demonstrate a heavy use of rhythm, improvisation, free 
association, rhymes, rich poetic phrases, word play and 

slang. It is more aggressive and “in your face” than more 
traditional forms of poetry. 





Some Top Spoken Word Poets 

Sarah Kay and Phil Kaye 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdJ6aUB2K4g


Some Top Spoken Word Poets 

Suli Breaks 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2vahAn17JU


Some Top Spoken Word Poets 

Shane Koyczan

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltun92DfnPY

