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Analyzing Poetry

* The more we read it, the more we realize that
poetry usually involves some deeper meaning.

* [n order to know what this deeper meaning is,
we must know what we are looking for:

Metaphor

* a figure of speech in which a word or phrase
that ordinarily means one thing is used to
describe (or compare) something else that
wouldn’t ordinarily have that quality.

 This description does not compare the things
using the words “like” or “as”.

The Road Not Taken

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both
And be one traveler, long | stood
And looked down one as far as | could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

| doubted if | should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Robert Frost

Figures of Speech

* Figures of speech are used to make ordinary
language more effective to the reader.

» They are not necessarily logical, but they appeal
to the reader’s imagination.

» They include:
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Simile

* afigure of speech which compares two things
(like a metaphor does) using the words “like” or
“as” in its description (which metaphors don’t
do).

 If a poet compares two things that don’t usually
belong together and doesn’t use the words
“like” or “as”, then he or she is using a
metaphor, not a simile.

Remember:

r * Keep in mind that metaphors
and similes, on the surface,
N do not seem to make sense.

* In fact, they should appear
illogical to the reader. You
must analyze the poem to
find its true meaning.
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Personification

 The giving of human characteristics to
something that is non-human.

* Remember the old nursery rhyme — The Cat

and the Fiddle?
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