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ENGLISH TUTORIAL

Pronoun Agreement Until 

You Pass Out!

Rule 1: Know the general

rule governing pronoun 

agreement.

A pronoun must agree with its 

antecedent .

The antecedent is the noun [or other 

pronoun] being replaced .

Here are two examples:

The lizard licked 

its eyeball.

The lizards licked 

their eyeballs.

Lizard = singular antecedent

its = singular pronoun

Lizards = plural antecedent

their = plural pronoun

Know the difference between 

these singular and plural

pronouns.

S i n g u l a r

ÁHe, she, it

ÁHim, her, it

ÁHis, hers, its

ÁHimself, herself, 
itself

P l u r a l

ÁThey

ÁThem

ÁTheir, theirs

ÁThemselves

Do not confuse itõs

with its .  

ÁItõs[with an apostrophe] means it is or it has . 

ÁIts [without an apostrophe] means belonging to it --for 

example, its bowl, its sharp teeth, its long claws, etc.

ÁPossessive pronouns--unlike possessive nouns--do not 
need an apostrophe with the final s .

Two [or more] singular things joined by and become 

a plural antecedent.

Rule 2, Part 1: The conjunction and

can cause problems with pronoun 

agreement.

The new puppy and kitten have destroyed their

ownerôs sofa.
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Rule 2, Part 2: When each or 

every precedes two [or more] 

singular things joined by and , a 

singular antecedent is formed.

Each new puppy and kitten destroys its
ownerôs sofa.

No matter how many singular nouns 

you join with and , the antecedent is 

still singular.

Each new puppy, kitten, rabbit, tarantula, 
python, parrot, iguana, and ferret destroys 
its ownerôs sofa.

Rule 3: Use caution with these three 

conjunctions: either é or, neither é 

nor , and not only é but also.

Of the two 

antecedents you will 

find, the pronoun must 

agree with the closer
one.

Here are two examples:

+ =

Not only Louise but also the Smiths fixed their

famous squid eyeball stew for the picnic.

Not only the Smiths but also Louise fixed her famous 

squid eyeball stew for the picnic.

Indefinite pronouns cause 

the biggest headaches for 

pronoun agreement.

Rule 4, Part 1: These indefinite 

pronouns are always singular 

[even when they seem plural].

ÁEach, either, neither

ÁAnyone, anybody, anything 

ÁEveryone, everybody, everything

ÁNo one, nobody, nothing

ÁSomeone, somebody, something


