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On the Home Front

·Wartime production was 
good for the economy.

·Government introduced 
wage and price controls 
to avoid runaway 
inflation.

·Also introduced 
rationing and increased 
taxation.

·Did not have to borrow 
like they did for WWI.

·During WWII, Canadian 
society changed.  We 
submitted to rules and 
restrictions with one goal 
in mind:  to defeat 
Germany.

·Every aspect of our lives 
was under government 
control.

·You were always reminded 
about how you could help 
the war effort:
·Join the Armed Forces

·Take a job in the war 
industry

·Buy Victory Bonds

·Grow a Victory Garden

·Give blood

·Watch what you say in 
case spies hear you.

·The Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans insulated us from 
the conflict in Europe.

·7Å ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÂÏÍÂÅÄ

·7Å ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÒÖÅÄ

·We did, however, ration 
our food.

·In TOTAL WAR, most of 
our resources were being 
sent to our armed forces 
in Europe.
·Eventually, we had 

shortages.

·Rationing was invented 
to ensure everyone had 
his/her fair share.
·Gasoline
·Meat
·Sugar
·Butter
·Coffee/Tea
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·Women were recruited, 
but could not serve in 
direct combat.
·Secretaries, cooks, 

drivers
·Paid less

·45,000 + enlisted.

·French Canadians 
enlisted in greater 
numbers this time.

·Many African Canadians 
enlisted (thousands)
·Not segregated this time

·Aboriginals were not yet 
Canadian citizens 
(Indian Act) but wards of 
the state.
·Had to have permission, 

give up Indian status.
·Over 3000 enlisted

·In the Labor Force:
·Farm work

·War production
·Guns

·Ammunition

·Tanks

·Ships

·Aircraft

·Welders, drillers, 
electricians, crane 
drivers.

·Still made only 2/3 of 
what men made.

·Volunteers:
·Homemakers had to 

deal with shortages and 
rationing.

·Donated time to the 
Red Cross.

·Worked in Armed 
Forces Canteens.

·Grew Victory Gardens.

·Women in Uniform
·For the first time, 

women were recruited 
into the Armed Forces

·50,000 enlisted
·Main function was to 

free men from desk jobs 
so they could fight.
·Stenographers
·Clerks
·Cooks

·They were not 
considered suitable for 
combat.

·7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȩ
·The attitudes towards 
×ÏÍÅÎ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌÌÙ 
change during World 
War Two.

·When men returned 
from the war, most 
women were fired.

·!ÌÌ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ 
the armed forces were 
disbanded after the war.

·Women worked (over 1 
million in manufacturing).
·Shipyards, airplane 

factories, driving 
trucks/buses

·Still paid less than male 
counterparts

·Minority women also were 
given a chance at equal 
employment

·Conventional attitudes were 
challenged.

·After the war, most lost jobs 
to returning soldiers and tax 
breaks and child-care 
facilities disappeared.




