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(Sourees: Veterans Affairs Canada & A BriefHistory of Canada by Desmond Morton)
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\JIRIEN [BIRITAIN [DECLARED WARS

- To many Canadians, war was met with {iig@rted
optimism and enthusiasm.

- It would be exciting; men could earn some cash; it wo
be good for business; and the boys would be home by
Christmas.

I OTTATAS

- At the outbreak of the waRobert Borden was
the Canadian Prime Minister.

- WilfredLaurier was the Libetatder and
opponenbf Robert BordenHe showedsupport:
- His response: Ready, Aye Ready.

S MUGMHESe MIMSISTIER OF TTHE MILITIA

- Minister of the Militia from 1911 to 1916.

- Gained his position more from his political connection
than his military expertise.

- He was often criticized for his mismanagement of
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letthe friends and foes of Great Britain know
that there is in Canada but one mind and one
heart and that all Canadians are behind the
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UGBS AND TTIE ROSS RIFILE AGRBEMIENT 1N OTTAWA
- The war united Canadians at first.
- As minister of militia, Hughes insisted on choosing th
officers and on retaining the Canadhade ROSS - Laurie¢ ~sqgp,\Y, _u~, " "{ng~j, N{ -1
RIFLE. governmentto take sweeping powers under the new Wal
Measures Act.

- Since the rifle had serious faults and since some of
Hughes's choices were incompetent cronies, the
Canadian military had serious deficiencies.

- Sam Hughessked foR5000 volunteers to train at a new
camp at ValcartigQuébec Over33 000 appeared.




TITRNE WAR MIBASUIRES ACT

- Robert Borden enacted the War Measures Act
which

- Gaveemergency powets the federagovernmentallowing it
to govern by decrei@ times of war;

- Italso limited the freedom of Canadians during waradt
useal to imprison Canadians of German, Ukrainian and Slavic|
descentn WWI.

- Governing by decreeeant that the governmentin
power could pass laws and make decisions without th
hassle of going through the parliamentary process.
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TITHE WAR MEBASURES ACT

- Very controversial:
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- Confiscation of wealth.
- Forced to carry identification and report to authorities.
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AR ANID TTHIE BCONOMNY

BIG BUSINESS
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THIE WAR AND TTIE CANADIAN BCONOUNY

- By 1915, military spending equalled the entire
government expenditure of 1913.

- The country needed money.
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taxes in the previous election.

- Since Britain could not afford to lend maweganada,
we turned to the US for a loan.
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LOANS

- Canada's war effort was financed mainly by borrowin
- We receive100 milliofrom the US government
- Our national debt was soaring.

- In 1915 the government's Victory L@ampaigbegan
raising huge sums from ordinary citizens for the first
time.

A VOLUNTIEER ARMN

VOLUNTERERS STOP VOLUNTEBRINGS




