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·To many Canadians, war was met with light-hearted 
optimism and enthusiasm.

·It would be exciting; men could earn some cash; it would 
be good for business; and the boys would be home by 
Christmas. 

·At the outbreak of the war, Robert Borden was 
the Canadian Prime Minister.

·Wilfred Laurier was the Liberal leader and 
opponent of Robert Borden. He showed support:
·His response: Ready, Aye Ready.

·¹U¡,u ,{¢~,p¢¡¦,¡{,xq¡,S~qm¡,N~u¡muz,wz{¤,mzp,¡{,
let the friends and foes of Great Britain know 
that there is in Canada but one mind and one 
heart and that all Canadians are behind the 
Y{¡tq~,O{¢z¡~¦º:

·Minister of the Militia from 1911 to 1916.

·Gained his position more from his political connections 
than his military expertise.

·He was often criticized for his mismanagement of 
Omzmpm¸ ,Q¥|qpu¡u{zm~¦,R{~oq ,4OQR5:

·As minister of militia, Hughes insisted on choosing the 
off icers and on retaining the Canadian-made ROSS 
RIFLE. 

·Since the rif le had serious faults and since some of 
Hughes's choices were incompetent cronies, the 
Canadian military had serious def iciencies. 

·The war united Canadians at f irst.  

·Laurier ¢~sqp,\Y,_u~,^{nq~¡,N{~pqz¸ ,O{z q~£m¡u£q,
government to take sweeping powers under the new War 
Measures Act. 

·Sam Hughes asked for 25,000 volunteers to train at a new 
camp at Valcartier, Québec.  Over33 000 appeared. 
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·Robert Borden enacted the War Measures Act, 
which:
·Gaveemergency powers to the federal government, allowing it 

to govern by decree in times of war;
· It also limited the freedom of Canadians during war.  Itwas 

used to imprison Canadians of German, Ukrainian and Slavic 
descentin WWI.

·Governing by decree meant that the government in 
power could pass laws and make decisions without the 
hassle of going through the parliamentary process.

·Very controversial:
·Ymz¦,qzqy¦,·mxuqz ¸,uz¡q~zqp,uz,xmn{~,omy| :
··_¢n£q~ u£q¸,xmzs¢msq ,¤q~q,nmzzqp:
·Conf iscation of wealth.
·Forced to carry identif ication and report to authorities.

·Ymz¦,xmn{~,omy| ,pupz¸¡,ox{ q,¢z¡ux,=E><:

·By 1915, military spending equalled the entire 
government expenditure of 1913. 

·The country needed money.
·N¢¡8,N{~pqz¸ ,s{£q~zyqz¡tmp,|~{yu qp,u¡,¤{¢xpz¸¡,~mu q,

taxes in the previous election. 

·Since Britain could not afford to lend moneyto Canada, 
we turned to the US for a loan.
·`tq,a_,¤m , ¡uxx,m,t{xp{¢¡,uz,·Q¢~{|q¸ ,cm~¸:

·Canada's war effort was f inanced mainly by borrowing. 
·We received$100 millionfrom the US government.
·Our national debt was soaring.

·In 1915 the government's Victory Loan Campaignbegan 
raising huge sums from ordinary citizens for the f irst 
time.


