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 The German plans for the war were the work of 
Count Alfred Von Schlieffen. 

 He proposed a way for Germany to wage a two-front 
war in the event they were faced with one. 

 Von Schlieffen planned to take advantage of the 
‘weak French’ and ‘slow Russians’.

The War in Europe

 The plan called for first pushing most of the 
German army against France in a massive six-
week campaign. 

 Once France had been defeated, the German 
army would then quickly move to the Eastern 
front and face the Russians, who were 
rumored to have a disorganized army in a 
country suffering some political upheaval.

The War in Europe

 The success of the German plan required using
Germany's very efficient railroad system. 

 The railroad could quickly move most of 
Germany’s army to the Eastern Front in order 
to attack the massive Russian army after 
defeating the French...or so Schlieffen
thought.

The War in Europe

 The German army prepared to attack the 
northern part of France where the French army 
was weakest:  Verdun.
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 At Verdun, the German army would sweep 
around the French army, and destroy it in a 
massive trap.

 PROBLEM:  Von Schlieffen finished his two-
front war plans  in 1894 (20 years before the 
outbreak of war).

 Although it made sense to attack the enemy at its 
weakest point, the necessity of the German army to 
force its way through Belgium and Luxembourg was a 
problem (since both countries claimed neutrality).

 We know what happened next.

The War in Europe

 After the Franco-Prussian War, France was forced to 
give up the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, which 
they wanted back. 

 The invasion and re-conquest of these areas were the 
major priority of French planning.

The War in Europe

 The French army’s soldiers would always be on the 
offensive. When in doubt about a situation, attack.

 To do so successfully, three soldiers are required for every 
one enemy soldier.

 For 17th Counter Plan to work, France would require well 
over four million men. They had less than 1 million.

The War in Europe

 Once the fighting began on the Western 
Front, the French used their 17th Counter 
Plan. 

 It was a failure, and actually helped the 
Schlieffen plan succeed. 

 Verdun soon saw some of the bloodiest fighting 
of the war.

The War in Europe
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 The French immediately began operations after 
Germany invaded Belgium and were not prepared for 
the German attack.  

 The British finally arrived and took up positions in 
Northern France by early September.

 Canadian troops would start arriving overseas in late 
October.

The War in Europe

 The British armies were to bear the brunt of the 
German Armies moving through Belgium.  

 The British and French forces were unable to 
stop the German thrust, but they were able to 
slow them down.

The War in Europe

 Commanders couldn’t control the millions of 
soldiers on both sides of the war during its early 
stages. They weren’t used to the numbers under 
their command.

 No one had not prepared for a long war. Everyone 
thought the war would end by Christmas.

 This meant that no army (or country) prepared 
the necessary stockpiles of weapons or 
ammunition.  In fact, armies on both sides started 
to run out of ammunition after the first month 
of the war.

The War in Europe

 The situation grew quiet all along the entire 
front line of the Western Front. 

 Each side needed to get over the shock of the first 
few weeks and re-supply its forces with food, 
ammunition and winter clothing.

The War in Europe

 December 24, 1914: a temporary cease-fire was called. 

 December 25, 1914: at various points along the front 
lines, opposing forces gathered in the areas between 
the trenches. 

 At these gatherings in "no man's land" men exchanged 
food and gifts.

The War in Europe

 Some sang Christmas carols and helped bury each 
other's dead.

 Allied generals were not impressed by this outburst 
of friendliness between warring soldiers. 

 Orders were quickly sent out to front line 
commanders forbidding these gatherings. 

”Such unwarlike

activity must cease”

The War in Europe
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"I think I have seen one of the most extraordinary 
sights today that anyone has ever seen. About 10 
o'clock this morning I was peeping over a parapet when 
I saw a German, waving his arms, and presently two of 
them got out of their trenches and some came towards 
ours. 

We were just going to fire on them when we saw they 
had no rifles so one of our men went out to meet them 
and in about two minutes the ground between the two 
lines of trenches was swarming with men and officers 
of both sides, shaking hands and wishing each other a 
happy Christmas.

- Second Lieutenant Dougan Chater

The War in Europe

 Total war meant that all elements of a nation 
are mobilized for war. 

 Women became essential to the war effort far 
beyond any traditional roles held before.  How? 

 Propaganda was used extensively to motivate the 
people to sacrifice at greater levels. 

 Civilians themselves became targets of military 
operations.

The War in Europe

 Commanders who were unable to come to grips with 
this new type of warfare (too many soldiers) developed 
the concept of attrition. 

 The idea was to defeat the enemy by destroying more 
men and equipment than the enemy was able to 
destroy of yours. 

 The side with the most men and equipment left at the 
end of a battle would then be declared the winner. 

 Attrition of enemy soldiers and equipment became a 
goal of generals to prove that they were actually 
doing something successful.

 Machine Gun
 ‘The Coffee Grinder’
 Germans used very effectively.

 Tanks
 A British invention
 First used during the Battle of the Somme
 The main reason why trench warfare was rarely 

used in WWII.

 Court-martials:
 Criminal activities
 Cowardice
 Negligence

 Crimes:
 Murder
 Refusing to fight
 Losing weapons
 Sleeping on Duty
 Striking an Officer
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Most often, enemy trenches were less than 100
yards from one another

That’s less than the distance of the soccer field 
outside.

The War in Europe

 Snipers
 Cold, wet, mud
 Most fighting stopped during winter months
 Trench foot/trench mouth
 Lice 
 Rats
 Shell shock

 Life in the trenches was miserable. 

 Mud was everywhere including clothes, food 
and weapons. 

 Muddy water also became a serious enemy to 
the soldier.

The War in Europe

 Men caught it by standing in muddy trench water all 
day.

 If a soldier tried to catch it on purpose to get 
discharged, he’d be shot.

The War in Europe


