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Louis Riel & the Metis

Red River Rebellion (1869)
Northwest Rebellion (1885)
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Required Reading/Viewing for this Unit

Â Canadaôs History:  Voices and Visions &

Â Page 210-212

Â The Canadian Encyclopedia "

Â Louis Riel

Â CBC Archives "

Â Re-Thinking Riel (Rebellion on the Red)
Â Re-Thinking Riel (Northwest Rebellion)

Â Links to Internet sites (")can be found on the History 
621 page in coffinblog.
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Louis Riel ïFather of Confederation?
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Canada in 1867

5

Who are the Metis?

Â In Riel's time the Metis
were people descended from 
French speaking voyageurs 
and the Aboriginal women 
they took as wives.

Â Riel was Métis by way of 
his great grandmother, a 
Chippewa woman named 
Marie Joseph LeBlanc. All 
Riel's ancestors on his 
mother's side were white. 
Riel was, therefore, one 
eighth native. 
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A Brief Background
Â The Red River Rebellion or Red River Resistance are the 

names given to the events surrounding the actions of a 
provisional government established by Metisleader 
Louis Riel in 1869 at the Red River Settlement in what 
is now the Canadian province of Manitoba.
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Confederation Crisis

Â The Rebellion was the 
first crisis John A 
Macdonaldôs new 
government faced 
following Canadian 
Confederation in 1867.
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William McDougall
Â The Canadian government bought 

Rupert's Land from the Hudson's 
Bay Company in 1869 and 
appointed an English-speaking 
governor, William McDougall.

Â He was opposed by the French-

speaking inhabitants of the Red 
River Settlement, which was part 
of Rupertôs Land. 
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Â McDougall sent out surveyors to the Red River Settlement 
to sub-divide it before Rupertôs Land was officially 
transferred to Canada. 

Â The Metis, led by Riel, prevented McDougall from entering 
the territory. 

Â Riel then seized Upper Fort Garry (now Winnipeg) from the 
HBC and began planning negotiations with the Canadian 
government.
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Riel Addresses 
the Crowd at 

Upper Fort Garry
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The Provisional Government

Â McDougall wrongly declared that the Hudson's Bay Company 
was no longer in control of the territory; and, due to the 
tension in the areaé

Â The Canadian government asked for the transfer of 
sovereignty to be postponed;

Â Because of these reasons, the Metis(under Riel) created a 
provisional government. This didnôt sit well with some 
English settlers in Red River.
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