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WESTERN SETTLEMENT: AN OVERVIEW

Between the years 1870 and 1920, European settlers
changed the Western prairies forever.
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Aboriginal peoples, who had inhabited t
thousands of years, were swept aside i
generations. In their place came immi
the world.
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The open grasslands were ploughed
whedields and titres of millions of biso
roamed freely were mostly gone by thi
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Along the railway, towns popped up, al
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Native Peoples of the Plains

x Several native cultures hg
successfully adapted to th
environment of the West |
time that the Europeans a

% There were five major gro
+Qjibwa,
+Cree,
+Assiniboine,
+BlackfoBiegaand Blood
+Chipewyan

NativePeoples

% Aboriginals of the Plains underwent an extraor
upheaval in a very short period of time. While 1
brought new prosperity, the killing of larger nur
threatened a way of life that had supported thg
10,00¢=ars.

#» As more animals were killed for food and then
for buffalo robes in the United States, the num
dangerously low levels. In one yeat Glod@)sdrg
were slaughtered.




By thel87®

# By the 1870s, the bison had almosiMhsayipeayied|
groups were reduced to starvation.

= Their only hope of survival was to rely on aid from thej
government.

= One by one, the western tribes signed treaties and tuj
their land in return for small parcels of land (called reg
small annual payments of money.

= Within a generation, the proud, independent western
confined to reserves, every aspect of their lives contrd




Manitoba Revisited

% Canada purchased rights to the NortHwesorfr&aytizom
in 1870.

% ThéMisfeared that their rights to own land and sit in th
would nohbeorég the CanadiEmsiresistance, under Lol
Riel, led to the Red River Rebd\limthaed®Bbbellion.

% Theesult of the Red River Rebellion was the formation
first province, Manitoba, iMa8%tetisfearful that they wo
have no place in the new province, left Red River and
to Saskatchewan (site of the Northwest Rebellion).

North-West Mounted Police

% To support its claim to the West and to keep good relations wi
the Canadian government forrwesh#bionted Police in 1873.

% ThéMountigglayed an important role in the history of the West.
including many American whisky traders, moved onto the praif
lost the right to keep them out.

% This led to a brief period of lawlessness, which ended when th)

% They also performed many other duties, including delivering m
and providing medical services.




Western Migration

% The West was changed forever by the arrival of the Canadian
Winnipeg in 1882. It pushed on past Calgary by 1883.

% Canadaw had a way to move settlers to the prairies. Most of
costing only a $10 fee for registration.

% Settlergere given full ownership after three years, provided tha
ploughed and planted some of their land and had built a sheltg

% Extréand could also be bought for only $1 per acre.

Slow Settlement @

Despite the railway and free land, settlement was very slow.
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Canada simply was-kmbwello Europeans, and immigrants cho.
States, Australia, South America, and other places ahead of th

»

The only groups to come in large numbers were Mennonites, |
Canadiaittiegroups provided a flow of immigrants, but not the
Canadian government had hoped for.

The only area that was successfully settled was the footfalis re
Alberta. The cattle trade prospered on the rangelands that had

»




189®ivisiorof the Territories

# The Northwestitoriegere split idtstricts:
+Mackenzie
+Keewatin
+Ungava
+Franklin
+Yukon

# In1898, the Yukon becomes its own territory, S
the NWT.

The Flood Tide

Theeriod from 1897 to 1930
of the most dramatic in Cana
history.

Theopulation of the West exg
fron#00,0a0 2.4 million.

Avast agricultural society wag
settled on the plains which w:
up of people of strikingly diffe|
origins.

Whatauséhis change?







