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Creation of a Nation
1849 - 1867

A Canadian History 621A Refresher

1791: Quebec and Ontario
were known as Upper and
Lower Canada.

Eventually, they changed
their names to Canada East

(Ontario). Reasonswhy?

In 1840, they joined to
become the United Province ¥
of Canada. v‘&
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Newfoundland

Newfoundland was
dependant on Great
Britain:

They had a fishery,
seal fishery, and
RECIPROCIT{
type of free trade)
with the USA

Everything else wa;|
provided by GB,
who wanted to
dump NL

Nova Scotia
Were very independent

Halifax was a very
important military garrison

Close ties to Great Britain
in both culture and
economy

Provided a vital link to the
British Empire

Maintained many of the
British traditions




Prince Edward Island

Even then, we had greatarmland
as agriculturewas our number
one industry

Land ownership was a problem
(Absentee Landlordsrom Grea
Britain)

1 itﬁby wanted to hold on to
OEAEO | Al A AOO
ever was developed or farmed
Why?

Thisled to aland questionwhich
dominated PEI public affairs in
the time before we joined.

New Brunswick
Timber trade wasits
major industry

Prior to Confederation,
forest fires hit the timber
trade economy fiercely

As the only Atlantic
Canadian province with

a longundefended

border with the US, it

was important to Canada
to have NB as a provincT

The Northwestern Terri

o

The Hudson Bay Company (HB®@)erged with the North West
Companies to end the fur trade disputes

Red River Colony (Winnipeg) grew, with Métigwho were they?)
and Scots comprising most of the population Theyhunted
buffalo, worked in the fur trade and agriculture

HBC made life tough for théviétis (remember, the French used the
MétisET OEA £O00 OOAAAR Oi fa®EA ('

The Red River Settlement, since they felt ignored by the United
Provinces, sought to trade with the United States.
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From Sea to Shining Sea...

Inside and outside pressures both played a role in bringing
Confederation about.

Maritime provinces thought joining together would help
them.

TheUnited Province of Canadavanted wider union Z one
that joined all of British North America (what we know as
Canada).

The Plan:

Confederation became the only plan that would work.

What factors influenced this decision?
=1-0590A

Economic conditions
Need for a railway

Fear of USaggression (Manifest Destiny)
Pressure by the British government
Chanceto becomea nationand not a colony of Britain.

Confederation’s Background
Confederat g

Politics:
PAOOEAO £

allowing the other to get any work done.

Especially.in the United Province of Canada (Canada West and
Canada East), they were not getting anywhere.

John A and‘GE Cartidormed the Liberal-ConservativeParty,
but they ‘eaehthad to giveralittie:
Englisithad'to giveruptheifidea of assimilafingrench-
Catholics (meaning what?)
French had to give up their resistance to English ideas
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was being built between Quebec and Ontario and it was too $.

If the RR expanded West, it could open up the land to European
immigrants and also keep the Americans away (they were
building their own RR close to the 49).

In 1862, a railway from Canada to the Maritimes was approved:
good for trade and for defense, in case we had to move troops to
fight US invaders.

Alot of the investors were British and they wanted to deal with
one governing groupz not different onesz a push towards union.

The American Threat

The Civil War(1861-1865) threatened British presence in North
America, leading to a feeling of Manifest Destiny.

While the US rebuilt, statements in US papers about taking over
the (us) convinced politicians that the danger was real
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able to resist.

The Trent Affairz occurred in 1861 when sailors from the
American South were found on British shipg this ticked off
Americans and made them feel that the British were helping the
South in the Civil War. If the US had invaded us then, we would
be saluting a different flag today.
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The American Threat 2
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While the fathers of Confederation were meeting in Quebec
Vermont (very close to the Quebec border).
They then fled to Montreal, were arrested and set free.
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threatened to do something about it.
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