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TV Cartoon Dads

I. Introduction
Throughout television history, many characters have come and gone, but few 
have the impact of Stan Smith, Peter Griffin, and Homer Simpson.

II. Stan Smith
A. Works for the CIA

1. Interrogated terrorists
2. Made strong coffee
3. Blew up several weapons of mass destruction

B. Captures Roger the alien
C. Shows respect for America
D. Displays low levels of intelligence

III. Peter Griffin
A. Works on a fishing boat
B. Drinks Pawtucket Peter beer
C. Travels with his dog Brian

1. Toured the Pawtucket Beer factory
2. Became police officers in a hillbilly community
3. Went into rehab together

D. Fights a giant chicken frequently

IV. Homer Simpson
A. Works at the nuclear power plant
B. Hates his neighbor Flanders

1. Flanders represents all the qualities Homer doesn’t possess.
a. Sobriety
b. Lawfulness
c. Honesty
d. Loyalty

C. Loves his wife Marge dearly
D. Chokes his son Bart often

V. Conclusion
TV dads like Stan Smith, Peter Griffin, and Homer Simpson have stood the test of 

time and remain relevant and pure icons in cartoon history.

This is the proper 

format for the 

essay outline.
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Introduction:  Cartoon Father Figures

Stan Smith:  Government Goober

Peter Griffin:  The Man from Nantucket

Homer Simpson:  Maybe it’s the Beer Talkin’

Conclusion:  Great Characters but No Role Models

Well-developed introduction of 8-10 sentences, ending with 

the thesis statement.

Well-developed subordinate point of 8-10 sentences, which 

includes the details listed in the outline.

Well-developed subordinate point of 8-10 sentences, which 

includes the details listed in the outline.

Well-developed subordinate point of 8-10 sentences, which 

includes the details listed in the outline.

Well-developed conclusion, beginning with the restated 

thesis and  with an interesting ending.



In-Text Citations
Å Did you use your research in the writing of your paper by:

ÅUsing a summary (précis);

ÅUsing a paraphrase of information you didn’t 
previously know;

ÅUsing a direct quote from an expert in the field.

Å You should have at least 2 citations in your paper!

EXAMPLES

Simpsons creator, Matt Groening, said this about the 
public’s fascination with Homer:  “I think he’s a little 
closer to real life than most people like to admit, and 
that’s the attraction of the cartoon dad.”  (Groening)

The first ever recording in history of the cartoon father 
figure began after World War Two when Walt Disney began 
making family-friendly programming with animation.  

(Burka)
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