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A Whack to the Side of the Head

Some Brain Food

For Hungry Teenage

Minds in Need of Stimulation

Reasoning

There's Something Fishy Going On

ü Although each of the following sentences sounds okay at first, there's 
really something wrong with each one of them. Read the sentences and 
explain why each one is a little "fishy." 

ü 1. No one goes to that restaurant any more because 
it's too crowded. 

ü 2. I'm glad I don't like spinach, because if I liked it, 
I'd eat it, and it tastes awful. 

ü 3. If you can't read this sign, ask for help.

Responses

1. If no one goes to the restaurant, it can't be crowded. 

2. If the person did like spinach, he or she wouldn't think 
it tasted awful. 

3. If the person can't read the sign, she or her won't 
know that it says to ask for help. 

Puzzling Relations

A man named George was hurrying to get ready for a dinner party 
when Dan rang his doorbell. 

"I'm just rushing off to a dinner party," said George, "but I'm sure 
it would be fine if you came along." 

So the two went off together. When they arrived at the party, 
George, who always enjoyed getting people to use their heads, 
introduced Dan to the other guests with the following rhyme: 
"Brothers and sisters have I none,
But this man's father is my father's son."

How were George and Dan related?

Answer

Dan was George's son. 

New Shoes

One day, two mothers and two daughters 
went shopping for shoes. Their shopping spree 
was successful ñ each bought a pair of 
shoes, and all together, they had three pairs. 
How is this possible? 
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Answer

Only three people went shopping: a 
grandmother, a mother, and a daughter ñ
but remember that the mother was the 
grandmother's daughter!

Mystery Twins

Two babies born on the same day in the 
same year with the same mother and father 
are not twins. 

Can you explain how this can be?

Answer

The two babies are two of a set of triplets. 

Whose Footprints?

One of the triplets left muddy footprints all over the 
kitchen floor. Since all three wear the same size shoes, 
their mom and dad can't tell which triplet should clean 
up the floor. "I didn't do it," said Annie. "Danny did it," 
said Fanny. "Fanny is lying," said Danny. Only one of 
the triplets is telling the truth ñ the other two are 
lying. 

Whose footprints are on the kitchen floor?

Response

Annie left the footprints. Remember, only one triplet can 
be telling the truth. If Danny did it, then both Fanny and 
Annie are telling the truth. If Fanny did it, then Danny 
is telling the truth when he says that Fanny is lying. 
With Annie as the culprit, Annie is lying by claiming she 
is innocent, Fanny is lying by accusing Danny, and 
Danny is the one who is telling the truth. 

A Food Riddle

Read the following classic description, and figure out 
what is being described. 

Throw out my outer.
Keep my inner.
Eat my outer.

Throw out my inner.


