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GLOBALIZATION& SUSTAINABILITY

Two Themes for World Issues
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SHIFTHAPPENS

GLOBALIZATION
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ºThe trend towards greater 

interconnectedness of the 

worldõs:

·Financial

·Economic

·Technological

·Political

·Cultural

·Sociological

·Ecological

·Geographic systems.

THENATUREOFGLOBALIZATION
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ºPeople on earth are linked by 

high-tech communications in a 

free-trade economy where 

there is wealth for all

ºShutting down local factories or 

stores in favor of countries with 

cheap labor, poor labor 

practices, and weaker 

environmental laws.

ºDestruction of local cultures

ºWeakening of religious beliefs

ºAn American-dominated culture

GLOBAL VILLAGE PerspectiveDISAPPEARING VILLAGE Perspective
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TYPESOFGLOBALIZATION

Eight Types Occurring Separately or in Combination
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FINANCIALGLOBALIZATION
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ºMore than ever, the worldõs 

financial systems are 

intimately interconnected.

ºTake a look at the worldõs 

markets and the current 

economic crisis facing the 

world.

ECONOMICGLOBALIZATION
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ºCompanies move their 

production and capital and 

seek markets anywhere in 

the world that will benefit 

the company.

ºSupporters:

·Brings efficiency and produces 

greater global wealth.

ºOpponents:

·Only increases the differences 

between the worldõs HAVES 

and HAVE NOTS.

·Produces a situation where 

TRANSNATIONAL corporations 

become more powerful and 

influential than most 

countries.
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TECHNOLOGICALGLOBALIZATION
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ºThe GLOBAL VILLAGE refers 

to technological 

globalization.

·So far, it has been citizens 

of wealthier countries who 

have benefitted the most.

·WHY?

POLITICALGLOBALIZATION
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ºAs the worldõs 

countries become more 

ECONOMICALLY and 

TECHNOLOGICALLY 

interdependent, there 

is some pressure to 

adopt more uniform 

policies.

·Free Trade 

Agreements
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CULTURALGLOBALIZATION

10/14/2008 Globalization & Sustainability

12

ºThe harmonization of the 

worldõs cultures at the 

expense of distinctly 

different local cultures.

·Some suggest this can only 

happen with the loss of the 

worldõs cultural diversity, 

and that the culture that 

develops will be a distinctly 

American one.

ºIf religion is the most 

important aspect of oneõs 

culture, globalization is then 

viewed as a huge threat.
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ECOLOGICALGLOBALIZATION
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ºTreating the planet as a 

single ecosystem rather 

than a collection of 

separate ecological systems.

ºInternational cooperation 

in this regard can only help 

the planet.

SOCIOLOGICALGLOBALIZATION
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ºCentral to this is the belief 

that we are members of a 

single, world society more 

significant than distinct 

national/cultural societies.

·There is a growing belief that 

certain common attitudes and 

standards of behavior should 

exist in every country.

ºMorality of capital 

punishment

ºRole of women in society

GEOGRAPHICALGLOBALIZATION
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ºMany geographers now see 

the world as borderless, 

dominated NOT by 

countries, but by worldwide 

ecological concerns and 

political, cultural, 

economic, and other 

relationships.

MILITARYGLOBALIZATION?
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ºSpreading democracy?
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GLOBALIZATIONCONCERNS
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ÅDifferent groups oppose globalization for different reasons.

ÅFor each type of globalization, think of opposing sides.

SUSTAINABILITY

The Cost of Globalization?
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SUSTAINABILITY (AKA SUSTAINABLEDEVELOPMENT)

ºDevelopment that 

ômeets the needs of 

the present without 

compromising the 

ability of future 

generations to meet 

their own needsõ.

ºBut WHO determines 

what a NEED is?
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http://www.storyofstuff.com/
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HISTORICALPERSPECTIVEOFSUSTAINABILITY
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ºHunter-Gatherers had little impact on their 

environments.  Why?

MOREHISTORY

ºSome civilizations 

recognized the need to 

sustain environments 

and cultures.
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MOREHISTORY

ºEven before the 

Industrial Revolution, 

people tended to view 

the land and its resources 

as UNLIMITED.

·There was not much 

concern about the state 

of the environment.
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MOREHISTORY:  COLONIZATION

ºResulted in SOIL EROSION and the gradual destruction 

of VEGETATION and WILDLIFE due to large-scale 

commercial agriculture ventures.

·Bison hunted to near-extinction

·Forests felled (for farmland and lumber)

·Grasses and vegetation plowedunder for farmland or for 

grazing.
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