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THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS

1962

REMEMBER CASTRO EMBRACED COMMUNISM?

Fidel Castro & Nikita Khrushchev

Khrushchev & Castro
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October 22, 1962

Ã President John F Kennedy 

acquired U2 photographic 

intelligence and informed the 

world that the Soviet Union 

was building secret missile 

bases in Cuba, only 90 miles 

from Florida.

Khrushchev and Kennedy
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Transport Ships

ÃHe also learned that Soviet 

ships were transporting more 

missiles to Cuba.

ÃHe had to act to stop them.
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What to do?

ÃAfter weighing such options as:

Äarmed invasion of Cuba 

Äair strikes against the missiles.

ÃKennedy decided on a less 

dangerous response.

EX-COMM

ÃKennedy®s top 12 military advisors

Bobby Kennedy:  Attorney General
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Adlai Stevenson

Kenneth O®Donnell
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Ultimatum and Naval Blockade

The blockade was the result of the US 

learning that nuclear missiles were being 

shipped secretly from the Soviet Union and 

established in Cuba, aimed at US targets.

The initial response from Cuba and the 

Soviet Union was that the US's behavior was 

aggressive and unreasonable. 

UN Response to the Blockade

Nikita®s Response

Ã In response to the blockade, 

Premier Khrushchev authorized his 

Soviet commanders in Cuba to 

launch their nuclear weapons if 

invaded by U.S. forces.

ÃThings were getting tense¤


