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The Essay

What's An Essay?

¥ An essay is an extended piece of writing in
which an author explores a subject in some
detail.

v, Essays differ from fictional writing in that they
are organized by thoughts/ideas and not by a
narrative (story).

Think You've Never Read One?
v. Essays appear in many different forms:

- Speeches

- Newspaper Editorials

- Opinion Pieces in Magazines
- Documentary Films

- Exam Questions!

One of the World’s Most Famous Essays
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When Reading Essays:

% ldentify the topic.

% The title is sometimes the first clue about the
topic and may even provide clues to the THESIS,

which is the position/stance the writer takes in
relation to the topic.

When Reading Essays:

~$AOAOI ETA OEA xOEOAO0GSO
if you agree.

¥ Consider how the writer supports his/her view.

¥ Do you find the evidence convincing?

When Reading Essays:

¥, Sometimes, you will have tainderline, highlight,
or make brief notes in order to help you better
understand how the essay is structured and the
flow of its ideas.

%11 0T h AT1TOEAAO xEAO Ul O
writing style (formal, informal, colloquial
language, rhetoric, etc).
% (1T x EO OEEO OOUI A AEEAAOEQ
viewpoint?

Understanding Meaning

% Unlike fiction, the main function of an essay is the
clear communication of thoughts, ideas, or
information.

% Itis, however, a very flexible genre; people write
essays for a variety of reasons, using a variety of
styles:
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Why Essays are Written

% To express new ideas/points of view.
% To teach or explain.

% To reflect on or express opinions about people,
events, or situations.

% To raise awareness of social issues or injustices.

% To persuade or influence readers on political
issues.

% To entertain or amuse by presenting topics in
original or clever ways.

The Key to Understanding Essays
% The key to understanding the real meaning for
ANY essay is to identify its central HESIS

- This allows you to understand how thelow of its ideas
supports themain idea.

What Makes an Essayist Good?

% Skilled essayists:

- are clear about their purpose in writing;

- take time to develop distinct ideas

- plan how to organize ideas clearly

- include original insights to stimulate
audience

- support what they say with evidence from
verifiable sources

Characteristics
of
Essays
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The Introduction:

% Arouses interest through astrong or controversial
statement, provocative quotation, or some other

technique (anecdote, figure of speech, etc.).
The Essay aue PIEEIEE )
I mﬂ ¥, States thethesis of the essay and previews ideas
n u @n discussed in the body of the essay.

Thesis Statement Myths About Thesis Statements
3, The first paragraph or two should present % A thesis statement must come at the end of the first paragraph
OEA OEAROEO AT A Al T OROO This is a natural position for a statement of focus, but it's not the

only one. Some theses can be stated in the opening sentences of
an essay; others need a paragraph or two of introduction; others
can't be fully formulated until the end.

content.

5 .
7 The thesis S.hOUId be exprqssed asa sentence, % A thesis statement must be one sentence in length, no matter
and should include the topic of the essay as how many clauses it contains Clear writing is more important

x AT 1 AO OEA xOEOAOB8O DI than rules like these. Use two or three sentences if you need

topic, them. A complex argument may require a whole tightiknit
paragraph to make its initial statement of position.
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Myths About Thesis Statements

% You can't start writing an essay until you have a perfect thesis
statement. It may be advisable to draft gentative thesis
statement near the start of a big project, but changing and
refining a thesis is common as you work your way through your
ideas as you write a paper. Besides, essay projects need to
explore the question in depth without being locked in before
they can provide even a tentative answer.

A thesis statement must give three points of supportlt should
indicate that the essay will explain and give evidence for its
assertion, but points don't need to come in any specific number.

N

Explicit/Tmplicit Thesis

% In some essays, the thesis is not stated explicitly
(an actual line from the essay in plain
English/easy to identify). You may have to
reread the essay to come up with the implicit
(implied) thesis.

- Is the thesissupported by all the material in the essay
or just part of it?

- Is the thesis restatementin the conclusion similar to
what you have identified as the original thesis?

- Does thetopic sentenceof each paragraph directly
relate to and support the thesis?

The Essay
The BODY

% The main section.

% Where the thesis is developed:
- Arguments are presented/explained;
- Evidence is given;
- ldeas are connected into a cohesive whole.
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¥ Each paragraph MUST develop some aspect of the
thesis.

% TOPIC SENTENCE

- Often the first sentence of a paragraphlt states
the main idea or argument to be developed in
that paragraph (but it is not always the first
sentence).

-4EA PAOACOAPES O AAOAEI
support the topic sentence.

- Each topic sentenceg when read togetherz
should outline the key arguments or ideas that
support the thesis

Transitional Devices

% Shifts in between the key arguments of the essay
are usually contained in the first sentence of the
paragraph (the topic sentence).

¥ Look for transitional phrasesor connecting words
that signal such shifts.

%% Some commonlyused transitions:

Comimon Transitional Phirases

Transitions Relationship Established

v " AAAOOABOEAT N x BOCGause dffecitA 001 O
that

% Similarly; likewise; in a similar ¥ Similarity
manner

% In contrast; on the other hand; # Contrast

an opposing view; in summary

% Therefore; finally; hence; . .
together these % Drawing conclusion

v #EEAAI UN [ AET1Un OEA BDOEI AOU8N
especially % I?mphass
% In addition; also; as well; and % Making additional points

23

Assessing Individual Paragraphs
% ldentify the topic sentence

% ldentify transitions in order to begin to establish
relationships of ideas within and between
paragraphs.

%) AAT OE £UthcddhthlodksB OC & OEA
(chunks of thought that may fall into single or
multiple paragraph blocks).




2/5/2009

The Essay
Conclusion

The Conclusion

% Usually short and to the point.

v A brief summary of main points of the essay is
appropriate for long essays, butot for short
essays

% Should not add new information but can present
OEA xOEOAO0OG60O £EI Al OEI
thesis.
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The Essay
Essay Forim

% Form is how the text is structured.

- The essay follows a standard structure:
Introducton AOOAAT EOEAO OEA Oi
position in relation to the topic (thesis).
Body develops the thesis through supporting
arguments.
Conclusionsums up key ideas and leaves the reader
with a sense of importance of the topic.

- This structure is flexible. Writers vary in how they use
it.
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