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Ã Speakers on both sides present speeches to persuade an audience of the 

advantages/disadvantages of a particular plan of action.

Ã Participants listen carefully to all presentations and defend their own 

arguments with confidence and valid information.

Ã Arguments are well-organized and presented logically and effectively.

Ã Team members work together in presenting their arguments; they must also 

think on their feet.

Ã During a debate, participants must think critically to detect weaknesses in the 

reasoning and logic of their opponentsõ presentations.
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Ã Every debate has a , always expressed as an AFFIRMATIVE STATEMENT:

Ã Every debate has two sides:

Ã In debate, you may not get to choose the side you want to argue.  
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Ã The way to convince people in a debate is by giving a .  When 

it is your turn to speak, you are the only one permitted to do so.  Everyone 

else has to listen.

Ã When it is someone elseõs turn to speak, you canõt say anything.  You have to 

write down anything that you might want to say and wait your turn to say it 

( ).

Ã When you give a speech, you present reasons () why the audience 

should agree with you.  When you are responding to opponents, you want to 

attack their reasons.




