English 521 Poetry Explication Worksheet

A. FIRST IMPRESSIONS (upon first reading, what does the reader think?)

B. SURFACE INTERPRETATION (subject both on the surface and underneath)

C. POET AND POETIC VOICE (many poems aren't written from the poet’'s POV. Whe is the voice & why?)

D. AUDIENCE (tied to poetic veoice; pot just pecple’; whe might be the intended recipient of this piece of writing?)

E. EXAMINATION OF TITLE (titles are pot chesen randomly. Be able to explain how the title relates and contributes)

F. CONTEXT (remember, this should have ties te what you discovered about pour peet)

G. POSSIBLE CONFLICTS (person vs person; persop vs bature; person vs self; etc)

A. TONE (the poet’s attitude towards the subject matter; lock for examples te help prove your judgement about tone)

L. P1OOD (how the reader is SUPPOSED to feel; look for examples te help prove your judgments about meed alsc)



J.  TYPE OF POEF (which of the popular forms dces this peem resemble?)

K. DICTION (how dc the word cheices make the pocem more compelling? Why were they chosen? Offer examples.)

L. FIGURATIVE LANGUAGKE (find them all and be able to explain within the context of the poem)

M. IMAGERY & SYPMBOLISH (important consideration - record all scund and sight imagery contained & explain)

N. STRUCTURE (open or closed? In what sert of sub-genre would the reader place it?)

0. RAYTHM AND RHYTHMICAL DEVICES (part of structure; if pecem rhymes, find all - if pot, lock at line/stanza length)

P. THEMKE (is there an underlying message? What is the deminant message reveled in the pocem?)

Q. EVALUATION (offer a judgement (as the reader) of the work. Deoes it linRk to your life or modern life?)
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