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THINKING ABOUT BILLIONS

The next time you hear a politician use the word ôbillionõ in a casual manneré

A BILLIONé

òA billion is a difficult number to 

comprehend, but one advertising agency 

did a good job of placing that figure into 

some perspective:

A BILLION SECONDS AGOéA BILLION MINUTES AGOé
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A BILLION HOURSAGOé A BILLION DAYS AGOé

A BILLION DOLLARS AGOéTHINKING ABOUT A BILLIONé

òWhile this is fresh in your mind, letõs take 

a look at New Orleans.  Itõs amazing what 

you can learn with some simple division.
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NEW ORLEANS

òFormer Louisiana Senator, Mary Landrieu, 

recently asked the United States Congress 

for $250 BILLION to rebuild New Orleans.

òInteresting number, but what does it 

mean?

THINKING ABOUT A BILLIONé

THINKING ABOUT A BILLIONéTHINKING ABOUT A BILLIONé
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A BILLION DOLLARS

òA dollar bill is approximately 0.0035 

inches thick.  So, a stack of one 

billion dollar bills would be...

A BILLION DOLLARS

òThe cost of Canadaõs mission in 

Afghanistan will reportedly reach $18 

Billion (994 miles of dollars), roughly  

HOW ABOUT 224 BILLION?

òA stack of 224 billion dollar bills (the 

approximate cost so far of the US invasion 

Iraq) would be 12,373.76 miles high, 

which is the distance ofé

CANADAõS NATIONAL DEBT?


