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What is Terrorism?
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What is Terrorism?

Å Unfortunately, the 
£s¡{ ¹£s¡¡}¡w¢{º w¢ 
one that has become 
a part of our 
everyday vocabulary 
¾but how do we 
define the term 
¹£s¡¡}¡w¢{ºM 

ÅZSbºa TW\R ]cbH
ï In groups of three or 

four students, 
q}{~zs£s ¹bvs ^¡}pzs{ 
of Defining Terrorism 
on pages 365 and 366.
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Geography of Terrorism

ÅThe causes of 

terrorism can often 

have geographic 

origins

ï patterns can be mapped

ï Nations harbor terrorists

ï Nations sponsor terrorism

ÅGeopolitics

ÅGlobalization

ÅEconomic disparity

ÅReligious differences

ÅCultural differences
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Global Patterns of Terrorism

Å Modern terrorism began 

in 1968 when an Israeli 

plane was hijacked by 

Palestinian terrorists.

Å But terrorism has 

qvo|usr w| £}ro¨º¢ 

world:

1. Terrorists understand the 

role mass media plays 

(Internet, media 

releases)

2. Little care is given to 

avoid death and injury to 

ordinary people.

Å No warnings issued

Å Maximum death is the 

goal
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Is Terrorism Common?

Å Hundreds occur each 

year, but receive 

little attention:

ï They cause little death 

and/or little damage

ï We have become 

desensitized to the 

violence?

Å There are many 

terrorist groups still 

active in the world

ï Some are presently 

inactive like the IRA

ï Others are active and 

wreaking havoc worldwide

ÅSee Figure 23 - 3 on 

page 368

ÅAl - Qaeda (65 Nations)

ÅHamas (Israel)

ÅHezbollah (Lebanon)
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Increasing or Decreasing?

Å Depends on how it is 

measured.

ï Do you count only 

international terrorism?

ï Do you ignore incidents 

involving attackers and 

victims within one 

country?

ï Problems arise with how 

politicians and the media 

choose to use these 

statistics to either 

exaggerate or underplay 

the incidents of 

terrorism.
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Objectives of Terrorism

Å bs¡¡}¡w¢{ w¢|º£: 
in itself, a goal; 
it is a method 
used to achieve a 
goal.
ï As aspect of 

asymmetrical 
warfare (fought 
between opponents 
who are not 
militarily equal; 
the weaker party 
resorts to 
terrorist acts)

ï There are four 
basic objectives of 
terrorism:
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