
1

English 521
Mid-Term

People (usually experts in a field) 
gather in front of an audience to share 
information or points of view on selected 
topics (an academic conference).

They are lively, with experts 
challenging, interrupting, and joking 
with one another.

Informative
Entertaining
Usually three or four people
Engaged Audience
Questions/Answers
Respectful
Informal and relaxed
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 You MUST be an expert on particular aspects of the 
topic being discussed.

 This requires LOTS of research and reading/planning!

 Be open to viewpoints and evidence of other speakers.

 You may also refute/support the claims of other 
speakers during the discussion, but must back up your 
claims with solid research!

Basically, get up in front of the 
class and start talking!

Take time to research your topic thoroughly.  

 Share your research with the other members 
of the symposium group.  Why?

No repetition!
More interesting discussions.
Better background information to answer 

questions posed by the audience.
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There are two basic methods of presenting a 
symposium:

Three people present different, somewhat 
unrelated topics under a broad theme, or

Three people divide a major topic three ways and 
each person presents his/her findings.

Divide the research material EQUALLY 
between experts.

 Important aspects of topics should be covered.

For this symposium, we will explore 3 facets 
of each topic (if it is a shared topic).

Observe the reactions of your audience.  Facial 
expressions and body language will tell you if 
your arguments are working.

As a member of the audience, ask 
questions/make comments when the experts 
have completed their discussions.  Good experts  
will be able to competently respond to 
questions based on the material presented.
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How our English 521 Symposium 
Presentations Shall Work:

 Coffin will choose the groups.

 Worth 10% of your overall English 
grade.

 Everyone MUST participate.

 We will stick to a strict 20-minute 
time frame, including time for 
questions.

 Each expert must prepare his/her 
own multimedia presentation to 
accompany the symposium.  It must 
be submitted the day prior to mid-
term examinations

 Research is a MAJOR part of this 
activity – and you will be required to 
submit it (on index cards) on symposium 
day!

 There will be an assessment rubric, as 
well as self-assessment and peer 
assessment.

 Asking questions will be part of your 
assessment.

 Students choose topics with Coffin-
approval.

 All index cards, good copies of speeches, 
and references must be submitted to 
Coffin on the presentation day.

 Students must prepare a four to 
five-minute speech.

 Everyone must administer his/her 
own multimedia presentation.

 It is a good idea to rehearse 
speeches prior to symposium day, 
especially if you have unfamiliar 
terms and expressions.

 Each student is responsible for 
asking three questions during the 
entire symposium experience.  
Asking three questions of 
seventeen other presenters should 
be pretty easy.

 You may ask questions to members of 
your own symposium group if you wish.

 Feel free to interject during the 
speeches of others, but do it 
respectfully and with purpose.  Humor 
is always appreciated, so don’t be rude.

 Each group must choose a symposium 
leader from the three members.  He/she 
is responsible for directing the order of 
speaking, the Q and A session, and is 
also responsible for ensuring a team-
created  background paragraph and 
summary statement is written by the 
entire group.


