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What is Précis?

 A précis is a short summary, somewhere 
between one-third or one-fourth as long as 
the original passage. 

 Often, you will be asked to edit your précis 
to a specific number of words.
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What is an Abstract?
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 In research writing, An abstract is a brief 
summary of the paper, and is used by the reader 
to quickly ascertain the paper's purpose. 

 An abstract always appears at the beginning of 
the paper, even before the essay‟s outline. 

 In our major research essays, the abstract 
appears on page one (after the cover page and 
before the essay outline page).

Why Do It?
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 It is valuable training in writing and 
researching.  

 Since you must be clear and concise, you 
must choose your words carefully to get 
the most meaning with the fewest words.

 It‟s valuable practice in reading as well.  To 
summarize another‟s writing in your own 
words, you must understand the content 
thoroughly.

Précis Requirements
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 A précis gives only the „heart‟ of the passage.  

 It omits repetition and such details as 
examples, illustrations, and adjectives unless 
they are extremely important.

 A précis must be written entirely in your own 
words.  Avoid the temptation to lift sentences 
or long parts of sentences from the original.

 A précis is written from the point of view of 
the author whose work is being summarized.  
Avoid such expressions as “The author says” or 
“This paragraph means”.  Also, your opinion is 
not requested.

FROM

READING

TO

WRITING
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Steps in Précis Writing
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Step One
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 Read the original passage carefully. 

 Try to grasp the main point.  

 Look up the meaning of words you don‟t 
recognize.  

 Make notes/underline key passages.

Step Two
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 Write the main points in your own words.  

 Except for key words which are too important 
to omit, use your own wording throughout.  

 Remember, though, not to add opinions or ideas 
that are not in the original.

 Revise until your Précis reads smoothly and is 
the required length.

FROM

MALE MANNERS:  THE YOUNG MAN‟S GUIDE

(1970):  

CHAPTER 6

ALL ABOUT PARTIES, PROMS, & WEEKENDS
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Précis Example

Original Piece of Writing
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Being a Good Guest

Once you arrive at a party, your obligation goes beyond 
filling up a chair.  You are expected to contribute in 
some way, whether it‟s just being pleasant and 
agreeable, playing piano, or passing sandwiches.  And 
your responsibility to your date is more than providing 
transportation.  See that she has a good time also.  You 
don‟t have to act like Siamese twins, but don‟t drop her 
and go off in a corner with the boys – or another girl!  
And, above all else, remember this courtesy:  Don‟t flirt 
with another fellow‟s girl.

Total Words = 90 (not including „Being a Good Guest‟)
Optimum Précis Length = 30 words (1/3 of original)
In partners, create a 30-word précis.  (5 minutes)

Possible Précis
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As a guest, you have obligations when you go 
to a party.  You should help out the host, be 
nice to your date, and never flirt with 
another guy‟s girl.  (exactly 30 words)

Note:

 Still from author‟s point of view.

 No opinion added.

In-Class Activity
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 Take the final paragraph of The Search for the 
Perfect Body on page 428 („While we‟re waiting…‟) 
and create a Précis of EXACTLY 25 words.  The 
original length is 75 words.

 Rules:
 Use the index card provided.

 Must be exact.

 No Opinions.

 Write from the same point of view as the author.

 Must be written in your own words.


