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Much Ado About Nothing
William Shakespeare

Plot Summary
Commentary

Character Analysis

English 521 - Much Ado About Nothing

Much Ado About Nothing:  The Film
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Act One
Scene One
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Summary

ø We are introduced to the characters.

ø We learn Don Pedro has beaten his half-brother, Don 
John, in battle.

ø We learn Claudio loves Hero and that Benedick and 
Beatrice are engaged in a battle of wits.

ø Don Pedro is going to help Claudio woo the lovely Hero, 
much to Benedickõs chagrin.
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Claudio and Benedick
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Commentary

ø We also see Claudio as a lover, Benedick as a mocker, 
and Don Pedro as a father figure.

ø We are given hints that B&B will get together:

tBattle of wits has strong feelings underneath;
tDon Pedroõs threat:  ôyou will look pale with 
loveõ

øThink of Benedick as Chandler from ôFriendsõ.  He covers 
his true feelings with sarcasm/wit.

øWe will learn that Beatrice is the playõs most 
interesting character.
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Commentary Continuedé

øDon Pedroõs promise to court Hero for Claudio smacks 
of overprotectiveness.

ø Shakespeare was notorious for his use of puns.  We 
should always be on the lookout for wordplay, for 
example:

tThe exchanges between B&B, where they discuss food,  
disease:
u ôIf he have caught the Benedick, it will cost himéõ
u ôIn our last conflict, four of his five wits went halting offéõ 
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Quotes!

ø Line 12
ø Line 76
ø Line 127
ø Line 156
ø Line 171
ø Line 290
ø Line 295
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The Boys are Back in Towné
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Act One
Scene Two
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Summary

ø A very brief scene, but one which tells a lot.
øLeonatoõs brother, Antonio, is also introduced.

ø Antonio tells Leonato that he has mistakenly overheard 
Don Pedroõs plans to woo Hero.  He doesnõt know that 
heõs doing it for Claudio.

øDon Pedro feels that heõd better inform Hero of the 
plan, so that he can encourage her to say yes.
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Commentary

ø We meet Antonio in this scene.  He will later challenge 
Claudio.

ø This also introduces the first threat to Claudio and 
Heroõs happiness.

ø When Leonatodoesnõt really question Don Pedroõs plan, 
it gives a hint that he may be very AMBITIOUS for his 
daughter to marry Don Pedro, a prince.

ø There is another reference to the dream theme.
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The ôDream Themeõ in Much Ado
ø Dream imagery is significant in MAAN.  

ø It suggests that strange things are going on, and that 
more is involved than meets the eye.  

ø News that Don Pedro is to court Hero leads Leonato to 
respond:  ôWe will hold it as a dream till it appear itself.õ  

ø Thus the theme of appearance and reality, introduced in 
the first scene in reference, for instance, to Claudioõs 
behaviour in war (ôdoing in the figure of a lamb the 
feats of a lionõ), continues here.
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Antonio
ø The man who 

mistakenly 
believes that Don 
Pedro ðand not 
Claudio ðwill be 
the one to woo 
Hero.

ø He also will 
challenge Claudio 
for Heroõs honor 
later in the play.
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Leonato & Hero
ø Leonato is preparing 

Hero to marry the 
wrong man:  Don 
Pedro!

ø She would rather 
marry Claudio, 
whom she really 
loves.

ø FYI:  Coffin once 
dated Kate 
Beckinsale, playing 
Hero.
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Act One
Scene Three
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Summary

ø Don John and his servant, Conrad, open the scene.
øConrad suggests, now that DJ is back in Don Pedroõs 

good graces, he should look to advance himself.  DJ 
says heõd rather be who he is, not pretend to be happy.

øBorachio enters and tells them about Don Pedroõs REAL 
plan to woo Hero.

ø DJ jumps at the chance to make mischief for Claudio, 
whom he calls ôa proper squireõ and a ôyoung start-upõ 
who has become famous because he helped to defeat 
DJ.

øConrad and Borachio tell him theyõll support his plans.
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The Bad Boys of Messina
ø The Bad Boys of Messina:

ø Don John, the ôplain-dealing 
villainõ.

ø Conrad, the masseur (shiver)

ø Borachio, whose name comes 
from the Spanish word 
ôborrachoõ, which means 
ôdrunkõ (this will become very 
important in the plot later in 
the play)


