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The Play (MAAN)

Ã Much Ado About Nothing is generally 
considered one of Shakespeareõs best comedies, 
because it combines elements of great comedy
with more serious meditations on honor, shame, 
and court politics. 

ÄIt was probably written in 1599, as 
Shakespeare was approaching the middle of 
his career. 

Ã Thoughinterspersed with darker concerns, it is 
a joyful comedy that ends with multiple 
marriages and no deaths.

The Nature of Comedies

Ã Although one of the features of Shakespearean comedy is 

that no one dies, it would be a mistake to assume that death 

is absent from this genre. 

ÄOften, Shakespeareõs comedies are more accepting of 

death than his tragedies, treating death as part of the 

natural cycle of life.

Ã Much Ado About Nothingis no exception, and Heroõs 

pretending to die of humiliation makes death more vividly 

present here than in any of Shakespeareõs other comedies.

Almost a Tragedy

Ã The crisis that lies at the centreof Much 
Ado About Nothing troubles many readers 
and viewers, since the play creates a very 
strong sense of anger, betrayal, hatred, 
grief, and despair among the main 
characters. 

ÃAlthough the crisis ends quickly, MAAN
sometimes seems only steps away from 
becoming a tragedy.

A Problem Comedy?

Ã In this play, theline between tragedy and comedy 
is sometimes fuzzy. 

Ã Many critics have noted that the plot of Much Ado 
About Nothingshares significant elements with 
that of Romeo and Juliet. 

Ã Other critics call MAANa problem comedy:  Hero 
stages a false death only to come back to life once 
her beloved has repented.

Ah, Youngéor is itéOldLove?

·Although the young lovers Hero and Claudio provide the main impetus for 
the plot, the courtship between the older, wiser lovers Benedick and 
Beatrice is what makes MAANso memorable. 

·Benedick and Beatrice argue with delightful wit, and Shakespeare develops their 
journey from antagonism to sincere love and affection with a rich sense of 
humourand compassion. 

·Since Beatrice and Benedick have a history, weight is added to their 
relationship.  They are older and more mature than the typical lovers in 
Shakespeareõs comedies, though their unhealthy competitiveness reveals 
them to be childish when it comes to love.
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Cast of Characters

Don Pedro

Ã The Prince of Aragon 

(Spain).

ÃHe has won victory over his 

illegitimate brother (Don 

John).

ÃHe is visiting Messina on his 

way home.

Benedick

ÃA follower of Don Pedro.

ÃHis name means ôthe blessed 

oneõ.

ÃHe has adopted the pose of a 

woman hater, and swears he shall 

never marry.

Claudio

·Don Pedroõs favorite soldier.

·Falls instantly in love with Hero.

·Is quick to believe the word of a villain 

(Don John) in accusing his beloved of 

infidelity.

·A wuss.

Don John

Ã The illegitimate brother of Don 

Pedro.   A stage direction in the 

play refers to him as the ôBastardõ.  

ÃHe describes himself as a ôplain-

dealing villainõ.

Don John's Stooges

Ã A follower and friend of Don 
John, and the originator of the 
plan to sully Heroõs good name.

Ã His name comes from the 
Spanish word for ôwine bottleõ.

ÃAnother of Don Johnõs followers.

ÃIs meanéperiod.

ÃPart of the plot to sully Heroõs 

name as well.

Borachio Conrad
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The Bad Boys of Messina
Hero

· The daughter of Leonato.

·Described by Claudio as ôa modest 
young ladyõ.

·Dismissed by Benedick as ôtoo low 
for high praise and too little for 
great praiseõ.

·Attended by Margaret and Ursula.

Beatrice

Ã Although Leonatois her ôuncle 

and her guardianõ, her 

household position isnõt clear.

Ã She speaks and behaves with a 

lot of freedom, and her wit 

challenges the male characters.

Ã She has sworn never to marry.

Dogberry

Ã Master Constable of Messina.

Ã Has a great opinion of himself 
and his office but cannot speak 
English very well.

Ã Speaks in malapropisms.

Ã Definite comic relief

Verges

Ã Headboroughor the under-

constable.

ÃDogberryõs assistant.

Lesser Role

Brothers in Messina

Ã The Governor of Messina.

Ã Father of Hero.

Ã He is flattered by the attentions of 

Don Pedro, and quick to believe 

whatever the prince tells him.

ÃLeonatoõsbrother.

Ã Ready to murder Claudio on his 

brotherõs behalf.

Ã Has a lesser role.

Leonato Antonio
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Antonio and Leonato Lesser Roles

Ã A servant to Don Pedro.

Ã A co-conspirator in the romance 

plot between Benedick and 

Beatrice.

Ã A singer.

Ã A priest.

Ã A co-conspirator in the plot to 

cover up Heroõs ôdeathõ until her 

innocence is proven.

Balthasar Friar Francis

PLOT SUMMARY
Much Ado About Nothing

By William Shakespeare

Setting:

Messina

The Plot Sickensé

Ã Don Pedro, the Prince of Arragon

is returning from victory against 

his brother, the rebellious Don 

John, who had tried to take over 

Aragon. 

ÄOne of Don Pedro's officers, 

Claudio has distinguished 

himself greatly in this 

campaign. 

Ã Though beaten, as part of the truce 

negotiated, Don John agreed to 

also come to Messina. 

We Continueé

·Don Pedro visits the Governor of 
Messina, Leonato on his way 
home. 

· In Messina, Claudiofalls deeply 
in love with Hero, Leonato's 
daughter.

·His officer,Benedick, trades 
barbs and witty insults with the 
Leonato's niece, Beatrice. 
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There's Moreé

· Leonato notes the merry war of words 
these two have... 

· In love with Hero, Claudio seeks 
Benedick's opinion.

· Benedick teases him about her, 
making Claudio determined to marry 
her. 

· Knowing Claudio loves Hero, Don 
Pedro nobleyarranges to court Hero 
on Claudio's behalf.

But Thatõs Not Allé

· Playing matchmaker, Don Pedro, 
Leonato and Claudio decide to try to 
make the lifelong bachelorBenedick fall 
in love with Beatrice, equally opposed to 
any marriage. 

· Hero too gets in on the act, helping to 
match-make with the aide of her waiting 
women. 

· The plan is to trick both Benedickand 
Beatrice into thinking each has declared 
their deep love for the other!

Don John is Not Happyé

·Meanwhile, Claudio's marriage to Hero is planned but though Don Pedro has 
made peace with his brother Don John, Don Johnis jealous of Claudio's 
reputation and is determined cause him harm...

·The same night during a masked party, Don John mischievously allows 
Claudio to overhear that he believes Don Pedro actually wants Hero for 
himself. 

·Devastated, Claudio runs off before Don Pedro can tell him the good news that 
Claudio and Hero will be married. Beatrice findsClaudioand makes him see 
reason. 

But Don Johnõs Not Doneé

· Learning of Claudio and Hero, Don 
John uses Heroõs waiting woman 
(Margaret) and his aide Borachio to 
make it look like Hero is not the fair 
lady Claudio and Pedro believe she 
is. 

·Claudio hears what he thinks is 
Hero in the throes of passion.

·Claudio takes the bait, rejecting and 
denouncing a heartbroken Hero on 
the altar!

Heroõs Journeyé

Ã Friar Francis, believing in 
Hero's virtue, helps the grief-
stricken Hero hide away with 
Leonatoõshelp.

Ã Leonatothenannounces the 
death of his daughter from 
grief at being rejectedby 
Claudio.

The 'Wine Bottle' Speaks

·Borachio, however,has 

drunkenly boasted not only of his 

part in Don John's plan but also 

about the ducatsheõs received.

·His subsequent confession 

restoredHero's virtue and good 

name.But everyone thinks sheõs 

dead!


