Much Ado About Nothing

(Context William Shakespeare

The Nature of Comedies
I

Shakespeare-upon-iPod

&
=

Although one of the features of Shakesg
that no one dies, it would be a mistake t
is absent from this genre.

AOften, Shakespear
death than his tragedies, treating dea;
natural cycle of life.

Much Ado About Nothimgo e x c e f
pretending to die of humiliation makes d
present here than

A Problem Comedy?
1

In this playintadetween tragedy a
is sometimes fuzzy.

Many critics have noted thhatdié\d
About Nottiages significant elemg
that of Romeo and Juliet.

Other critics@ai?Nproblem coexa
stages a false death only to come
her beloved has repented.
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The Play (MAAN)

Much Ado Abouis\gehierglly

considered one

because it combinesglemhentne

with more serious mehdapehar,

and court politics.

A It was probably vifi@nas
Shakespeare was approachin
his career.

Thougtterspersed with darkéiiscd
a joyful comedy that ends with
marriages and no deaths.

Almost a Tragedy
1

The crisis that liesraofivkich
Ado About Nothiigs many re
and viewers, since the play @

grief, and despair among the
characters.

Although the crisis emdaANid
sometimes seems only steps
becoming a tragedy.

AhYangago r Oldeve?d t e

Although the young lovers Hero and Claudio provid
the plot, the courtship between the older, wiser lovg
Beatrice is whavivedgesnemorable.

Benedicid Beatrice argue with delightful wit, and Shakd
journey from antagonism to sincere love and affection
humand compassion.

Sindgeatrice and Benetliskomaveeight is théded to
relationshiy are older and more mature than the t
Shakespeareds comedi es,
them to be chigisbhomes to love.



Dramatis Personae

Cast of Characters

Benedick

A follower of Don Pedra

Hi s name m¢g
onead.

He has adopted the po{
woman hater, and swedg
never marry.

Don John

The illegitimate brother
Pedro. A stage directid
play refer¢g

He descri-b
deal ing vi
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The Prince of Aragq
(Spain).

He has won victory
illegitimate brother
John).

He is visiting Messi
way home.

Falls instantly in love with

Is quick to believe the wor|
(Don John) in accusing his
infidelity.

A WuUSS.

Don John's Stooges

Borachio Conrad

A follower and friend of Pgin ot her o f

John, and the originator of the

plan to sully Hero6s g
Is meanéper

His name comes from the

Spani sh wor:dPafrar o&witnrhee
name as well.




The Bad Boys of Messina

Althougbonatas h €
and her gu
househol d

She speaks and behg
lot of freedom, and he
challenges the male g

She has sworn never

Headborougje under
constable.

Dogberryds
Lesser Role
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for high praise and too
great praise

AttendedVibygaret and U

Dogberry

. 4Jf -0 0001
Master Constable of

Has a great opinion 0
and his office but can
English very well.

Speaksmalapropisms

Definite comic relief

Brothers in Messina
1 o1

Leonato Antonio
The Governor of Messina: L e o brathero 6 s

Father of Hero. Ready to murder Claudi
brotherds b

He is flattered by the attentions of

Don Pedro, and quick to beli_epc/ig a lesser role.

whatever the prince tells him.
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%‘ . ﬂ Balthasar Friar Francis
¢ ; A servant to Don Pedro.: A priest.

A coonspirator in the romakceonspirator in the plg
plot between Benedickandover up He
Beatrice. innocence is proven.

A singer.

Setting:

PLOT SUMMARY

Much Ado About Nothing
Bywilliam Shakespeare

The Pl ot Si cken

Don Pette Princ&raigon Don Pedro visits the
is returning from victory IS hMoensqsema' loeohiatway
his brother, the rebellio ¢ '

John, who had tried to tj

in love withid_eodat

A One of Don Pedro's g daughter

Claudio has distingu

Egrr;s;;figr:eatly in thi HigfficdBenedick, tradejam )'
. barbs andimstitgith the /
Though beaten, as part of the truce Leomtztniece, Beatrice.

negotiated, Don Jabn agreed

also come to Messina




Leonato notes the merry war of words
these two have...

In love with Hero, Claudio seeks
Benedick's opinion

Benedie&sdésm about her,
hmaking Claudio determined to marry
er.

Knowing Claudio loves Hero, Don
Pedrmblayranges to court Hero
on Claudio's behalf.

Meanwhile, Claudio's marriage to Hero is planned b
made peace with his brotteyrDasolbns of Claudio's
reputataons determined cause.him harm

Tle samight during a masked party, Don John mischi
Claudio to overhear thdh hiedutlievesvaliys Hero for
himself

Devastated, Claudio runs off before Don Pedro can
Claudio and Hero will be marrs&tiaBdiathicddisndhim sg
reason.

Herods Journeyé

T
Friar Francis, believing in
Hero's virtue, helps the grief
stricken Hero hide away with
Leompt 06 s

Leondt@announces the
death of his daughter from
grief at being fejected
Claudio

Playing matchmaker, Don Pedro,
Leonato and Claudio decide to try to
make lifielogchelmme diak

in love with Beatrice, equally opposed to

anynarriage

Hero gets in on the act, helping to
matehake withithef her waiting

women.

The plan is to tridkrtsatind
Beatrinto thinking each has declared
their deep love for the other!

Learnin@laludio andbtaro
Johnusesr o6s waiting
(Margawatyd his Bidichio to

make it look like Hero is not the fair
lady Claudio and Pesire believe

is.

Claudiiears what he thinks is
Hero in the throes of passion.

Claudakes therbagit;ting and
denouncing a heartbroken Hero on

the altar!

WO man

The 'Wine Bottle' Speaks
4 OO OO

Borachio, hoasver
drunkenly boasted not only of his
part in Don John's plan but also

about thesdise 6 s.

Hs subsequent confession
restoreiéro's virtue and good

name. u t
dead!

everyone

t

recei ved

hi

nks
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