Geopolitics
A Sure Path to Conflict?

Geopolitics

What is Geopolitics?

AThe interplay (relationship) between
politics on either a national or interng
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Required Reading for this Unit:
o Chapter 21: An Introduction to Geopolitics (338)

o Chapter 22: Conflicts in the 21* Century (349)

o Chapter 23: The Globalization of Terrorism (364)
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The Nation State

Alndependent nati
ruled by a natior!

government whisgl;
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controls events @ .

within geograpfZ
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borders.
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Nation States

AGroups of people adopting unique
common identities. o Vo

ALive together under one
government within a certa\\

geographical area. 2

o

AUnique because of historydf“
language, customs, religions, \
unigue senses of community.
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AYugoslavia & Rwanda e
[ The UN was aware that ; S
genocide was occurring m?%‘ '# '
countries and was reluctaifae Y < -
intervene due to their £~ &
sovereignty. -
[ In these cases, sovereignty /
a deterrent for internation
interference.
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Political Sovereignty
A A nation state has political A
it can create policies and enfg
within its borders without inte
or control from other nation st

ABORDERS mar k
laws and security (and link a d
geographical area with nation
identity).

AThreats to national sovereign
result in conflict.
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Globalization & Sovereignty
AThe 6gl obal

i \ movement of goods acros
without limit. Free trade

agreements are evidence

AThe European Union usef
currency (the Bunod has
eliminated many border
checkpoints.
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Political Borders

A Natural features (rivers, lakesh Many nation states were form
mountains). between 1900 and 1999 by th

A Arbitrary/Artificial (latitude and decolonization o

longitude). [ Africa
[ Can we see trouble with arbitfaAsia
borders? [ Caribbean ‘
[ Middle East after World Wal

AMany African borders were impaseghibyip of the Soviet Unio

the colonial British and failed to v

recognize the separation of different A .‘

groups. . ‘
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What is an Ide

A Set of ideas and beliefs th:
uses as the basis for its:
[ Way of life
[ Political and economic s
[ Social goals

Aldeol ogies a
history and experience. N
ideologies fall under two c:
[ Democracy
[ Authoritarianism
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TRIITHINESS

Ideoloo
What We Believe

Geopolitics

Geopolitics 8Ja09

tionds citi

power by electing officials wh{
the same way they do. The b|
features:

Rule of the majority for deci

making

Protection of minorities

Accountability to the voters

Guarantee freedom of exprg

assembly, religion and the

Independent judiciary out o

politicians®

Rule of law applying to all ¢
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Direct Democracy

A Making political decisions with YES/NRakiolisrze at different stages
I Referendum democratic systems.

change to the ACanadads demo ¢
BC-STV electoral system .
as recommended by the protected. In some developin
Citizens’ Assembly on o
il countries, however, democrad
S LIMITED or EMERGENT.
Yes ‘ [ Rigged elections.
[ Forced voting.
[ Military takes over in a cou

Authoritarian Government Types
- Absolute Monarchy
-OnParty Nation States
- MilitafRun State

Geopolitics

-Religious Nation State
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Authoritarianism

A Authoritarian nation states limit@feen, one individual (or a sm
participation of their citizens in palticsntrol of:
and stifle dissent from those who pg@al power

against government. [ Military power

[ Religious power
A Sometimes, these states rely Qiriséféing often also only one p
up NATIONALISM in order to opiaif) allowed in the country.
loyalty and support from citizens.
o A A number of freedoms are us
(o missing in these states.
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Absolute Monarchy

A No elected officials.
A Authority rests with the mol
queen, sultan, sheik, or em

A Power is passed down with
[ Saudi Arabia
[ Jordan
[ Swaziland
[ Brunei
[ Oman
[ United Arab Emirates.
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OnParty Nation State

A Power rests with one political party.
all other political parties are outlaw
A Leader rules without interference.

[ Libya

[ Irag (used to be)

[ Zimbabwe (until 2008)

[ Cuba (even with Raul in charge)
[ Mauritania
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Religious Nation State

A Political power is held by relig
leaders whose religious belief]
political ideology of the nation
[ Iran is run by divirte il or i

AUntil 2001, Afghanistan, unde
Talibands rul 4
religious beliefs.

[ Televisiorrgtigious music;
women at work, school, or
without being totally covereg
with beards.
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Military Authoritarianism

A Governing power is in the ha
or more military leaders, who
often seized power from an el
government.

\Has happened a lot in Latin Al
since 1960.

An other countries, the military|
major influen
the country.
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CommMu; noi

A Based on writings of: 6Communi st &,
[ Karl Marx Marx/Engels has never been
[ Friedrich Engels

AThey believed the WORKING CLASS
would overthrow the RULING CLASS.

AMany countries call themselvg

AResult:
[ Classless society where all land,
money, and means of production would
be owned by all citizens.



