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Geopolitics

A Sure Path to Conflict?

Required Reading for this Unit:
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What is Geopolitics?

ÅThe interplay (relationship) between geography and 

politics on either a national or international level.
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Geopolitics

The Nation State

ÅIndependent nation 

ruled by a national 

government which 

controls events 

within geographical 

borders.
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Nation States

ÅGroups of people adopting  unique 

common identities.

ÅLive together under one 

government within a certain 

geographical area.

ÅUnique because of history, 

language, customs, religions, 

unique senses of community.
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Political Sovereignty
ÅA nation state has political AUTONOMY:  

it can create policies and enforce laws 

within its borders without interference 

or control from other nation states.

ÅBORDERS mark the limit of a nationõs 
laws and security (and link a specific 

geographical area with national 

identity).

ÅThreats to national sovereignty often 

result in conflict.
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Problems with Sovereignty

ÅYugoslavia & Rwanda

ſThe UN was aware that 

genocide was occurring in both 

countries and was reluctant to 

intervene due to their 

sovereignty.

ſIn these cases, sovereignty was 

a deterrent for international 

interference.
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Globalization & Sovereignty

ÅThe ôglobal villageõ encourages the 
movement of goods across borders 

without limit.  Free trade 

agreements are evidence of this.

ÅThe European Union uses a single 

currency (the Euro -ú) and has 

eliminated many border 

checkpoints.
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Political Borders

ÅNatural features (rivers, lakes, 

mountains).

ÅArbitrary/Artificial (latitude and 

longitude).

ſCan we see trouble with arbitrary 

borders?

ÅMany African borders were imposed by 

the colonial British and failed to 

recognize the separation of different 

groups.

ÅMany nation states were formed 

between 1900 and 1999 by the 

decolonization of:

ſAfrica

ſAsia

ſCaribbean

ſMiddle East after World War Two

ſBreak up of the Soviet Union
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Ideology

What We Believe
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What is an Ideology?

ÅSet of ideas and beliefs that a nation 

uses as the basis for its:

ſWay of life

ſPolitical and economic systems

ſSocial goals

ÅIdeologies are based on a nation stateõs 
history and experience.  Nonetheless, all 

ideologies fall under two categories:

ſDemocracy

ſAuthoritarianism
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Democratic States
ÅNationõs citizens exercise their political 

power by electing officials who think 

the same way they do.  The basic 

features:

ſRule of the majority for decision-

making

ſProtection of minorities

ſAccountability to the voters

ſGuarantee freedom of expression, 

assembly, religion and the press

ſIndependent judiciary out of the 

politiciansõ reach

ſRule of law applying to all citizens
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Direct Democracy

ÅMaking political decisions with YES/NO decisions.

ſReferendum

ÅNations are at different stages in their 

democratic systems.

ÅCanadaõs democracy is enshrined and 
protected.  In some developing 

countries, however, democracies may be 

LIMITED or EMERGENT.

ſRigged elections.

ſForced voting.

ſMilitary takes over in a coup.
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Authoritarianism

ÅAuthoritarian nation states limit the 

participation of their citizens in politics 

and stifle dissent from those who speak 

against government.

ÅSometimes, these states rely on stirring 

up NATIONALISM in order to obtain 

loyalty and support from citizens.

ÅOften, one individual (or a small group) 

has control of:

ſPolitical power

ſMilitary power

ſReligious power

ÅThere is often also only one political 

party allowed in the country.

ÅA number of freedoms are usually 

missing in these states.
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Authoritarian Government Types:

-Absolute Monarchy

-One-Party Nation States

-Military-Run State

-Religious Nation State
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Absolute Monarchy

ÅNo elected officials.

ÅAuthority rests with the monarch (king, 

queen, sultan, sheik, or emir).

ÅPower is passed down within the family.

ſSaudi Arabia

ſJordan

ſSwaziland

ſBrunei

ſOman

ſUnited Arab Emirates.
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One-Party Nation State

ÅPower rests with one political party and 

all other political parties are outlawed.

ÅLeader rules without interference.

ſLibya

ſIraq (used to be)

ſZimbabwe (until 2008)

ſCuba (even with Raul in charge)

ſMauritania
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Military Authoritarianism

ÅGoverning power is in the hands of one 

or more military leaders, who have 

often seized power from an elected 

government.

ÅHas happened a lot in Latin America 

since 1960.

ÅIn other countries, the military has 

major influence although it doesnõt run 

the country.
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Religious Nation State

ÅPolitical power is held by religious 

leaders whose religious beliefs form the 

political ideology of the nation state.

ſIran is run by divine will or Shariõah

ÅUntil 2001, Afghanistan, under the 

Talibanõs rule, was run by extreme 

religious beliefs.

ſTelevision; non-religious music; 

women at work, school, or outside 

without being totally covered;  men 

with beards.
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Communism

ÅBased on writings of:

ſKarl Marx

ſFriedrich Engels

ÅThey believed the WORKING CLASS 

would overthrow the RULING CLASS.

ÅResult:

ſClassless society where all land, 

money, and means of production would 

be owned by all citizens.

ÅMany countries call themselves 

ôCommunistõ, but the vision of 

Marx/Engels has never been achieved.
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