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ÃConflicts usually arise from struggles over:

ÄGovernmental Power

ÄTerritory

ÄNatural Resources

Ã In 2000:  there were 40 armed conflicts in 35 different countries.

1/11/2009

2

Global Issues 621

1/11/2009Global Issues 621

3

ÃAfrica & the Middle East

ÃWhy?

ÃDissimilar cultural outlooks

ÃReligion

ÃOpposing views of government

ÃAttempted re-unification

ÃEthnic groups trying to form 

their own homelands

ÃTrying to take over the natural 

resources that legally belong to another 

country.

ÃFor our study:

ÄCulture

ÄReligion

ÄTerritory

ÄNatural resources
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ÃMexican state has many natural 

resources:
ÂOil reserves, cattle ranching, hydro-electric 

power, and agricultural products

ÄDespite the wealth, IP receive very 

little wealth:

ÄPoverty and repression from the 
government and large landowners 
with private armies.

Ã IP (Mayans) are not allowed to:
Âown their own land, use their own language in 

schools/broadcasting, etc.

ÄAttempted to win their cause through military 
means, but soon took the fight to the Internet

ÄIn 2000, PresidentéVicente Fox attempted to 

make concessions.

ÄIt is still unresolved.
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Ã 1947:  England granted independence 

to India and divided it into:

ÄIndia (Hindu)

ÄPakistan (Muslim)

ÃPeople moved to the area where their 
religion was practiced.  Others were 

killed because of their religion.

ÃKashmir is caught in the middle.

ÄBoth Muslim and Hindu.

ÄDivided the region in two.
ÂHindu

ÂMuslim

ÄUN wants to hold a plebiscite.

ÄKashmiriswould like independence 
from both India and Pakistan.

ÃBoth sides have nuclear weapons and 

the border dispute continues.
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Ã Jews & Arabs both seek to build a nation 

state here.

Ã Brief History:

ÄAfter WWI, Britain controlled Palestine.

ÄBefore WWII, it allowed fleeing European 

Jews to make their homes here.

ÄPalestinian Arabs opposed a Jewish 

Homeland in Palestine.

Ã After WWII, hundreds of thousands of 
Jews wanted to live in Palestine.

Ä1947:  UN recommended that Palestine 

be split into Jewish and Arab areas.  
Arabs rejected the decision.

ÄJews declared the independent state of 

Israel in 1948 and immediately went to 
war with neighboring Egypt, Syria, 

Lebanon, and Iraq.
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Ã1949:  UN declared a ceasefire.

ÄIsrael owned much of the land.

ÂJordan occupied the West Bank.

ÂEgypt controlled the Gaza Strip.

ÃPalestinian Arabs had none of 

their land left to call their own.
ÂMany sought refuge in the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip.

ÂOthers became refugees in other Middle 

Eastern countries.

Ä1967:  Egypt ordered UN 

peacekeepers out of Gaza.

ÂA sure sign of trouble¤
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ÄBelieving it was going to be attacked, Israel 

attacked Egypt and ²in six days ²it 

controlled the 

ÂSinai Peninsula (including Gaza)

ÂEast Jerusalem

ÂWest Bank

ÄIsrael now owned all land that was home to 

millions of Arabs and wouldn®t withdraw 

from these occupied territories until Arab 

nations recognized Israel®s right to exist as a 

distinct nation state.
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Ã Launched guerrilla attacks against Israel & 

Israel responded with force.

Ã 1977:  Israel returned the Sinai Peninsula to 

Egypt in return for Egypt®s recognition of 

Israel®s right to exist.

Ã1981:  Egypt®s PM (Anwar Sadat) was 

assassinated for making the deal.

ÃStumbling Blocks to Peace:

ÄRecognition of Israel

ÄStatus of Jerusalem

ÄIsraeli settlements in West Bank and Gaza 

(although removal began last year).

ÄSecurity measures

ÄTerritorial borders.
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Ã 1987:  After 20 years under Israeli control, 
Palestinians in the occupied territories (West 

Bank and Gaza Strip) launched an armed 
uprising.

ÄDemonstrations, riots, rock-throwing, boycotts of 
Israeli products, violence against Israeli 
settlements.

Ã Israel responded militarily.

ÄAfter 2 years, the PLO recognized Israel®s 

right to exist.

Ã1990®s:  A tentative peace was achieved:

ÄMutual recognition

ÄPalestinian self-rule in the WB and GS.

ÄPlans for a permanent treaty.

Ã In 2000, things turned ugly and a new 
intifada began.

Ã Water in the region is also an area of 

much dispute between Israel and the 
surrounding countries.
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ÃResult of:

ÄGlobal industrial development

ÄPopulation growth

ÃBoth demand natural resources, 

which aren®t distributed evenly 

throughout the Earth.

ÄLeads to disputes over ownership.
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http://www.end-gaza-siege.ps/
http://www.endtheoccupation.org/


1/11/2009

4

ÃMiddle East contains 60% of the 

world®s known oil reserves.

Ã 1990:  Kuwait was exporting over 2 

million barrels a day.  Iraq wasn®t so 

prosperous and attacked for oil.

ÄWithin days, the world responded with:

Â Threats, embargoes, economic assistance for Kuwait.

ÄUltimatum was given to Saddam Hussein 

and he ignored it.  Not good¤
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ÃMassive Air Strikes

ÃGround Offensive

ÃDeath Toll:

ÄApp. 10,000 Iraqi soldiers

Ä300 Allied soldiers

ÃSoon, some members of the coalition 

returned to Iraq for a sequel.
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ÃGlobal water shortage will soon be 

a very real problem.

ÄCountries share water sources 

which are drying up.

ÂUSA vs Mexico

ÂIndia vs Bangladesh

ÄChina is running out of water for 

its population:

Â21% of world®s population and only 7% of its 

fresh water

ÄNine countries take water from 

the Nile and each of them 

wants to take more.

1/11/2009

21

Global Issues 621

ÃMilitary expenditures are 

the greatest in countries 

that can least afford them.

ÄA civilian economy cannot 

be built if a country®s 

citizens are at war.

ÃUSA is the leader in military 

spending

ÃArms trade is huge.

ÄSelling certain countries can shift the 

balance of power in some conflicts.

ÄUSA and Saudi Arabia have an 

arrangement:
ÂUSA protects its oil interests in Saudi Arabia by selling 

arms to the present regime, which then may use them to 

suppress dissenters in that country.
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Ã Aircraft fuel burns ozone

Ã Destruction of habitats, plants, animals 

from military activities

Ã Strains on water/land resources

Ã Contamination of oceans

Ã Sabotage of natural resources

Ã Contamination of soil and groundwater

Ã Toxic substances released into 

environment.
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