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The Nature of Conflict

ÅConflict on the global stage 
usually have one of three 
outcomes:

1. An acceptable solution is 
found, suitable to all.

2. Parties learn to live 
peacefully in an ôadversarial 

stateõ.

3. Conflicts worsen and 
become armed conflicts.

Conflict:  Arctic Sovereignty

ÅNorthwest Passage

ïThe shortest route between 
Western Europe and Eastern 
Asia.

ïWith more open waters in the 
Arctic and oil (as much as 
25% of the worldõs 
undiscovered oil), the world 
has become quite interested in 
the ôownershipõ of the 
Northwest Passage.

Northwest Passage (1979)

Northwest Passage (2003) Conflicting Claims

ÅIn 2007:

ïRussian government 
allegedly planted its flag 
on the ocean floor at the 
North Pole.

ïDenmark and Canada also 
laid claim to the seabed 
between Greenland, 
Ellesmere Island, and the 
North Pole.
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ôPlantedõ Flag Harper Gets Tough

Å2007

ïPrime Minister Harper 
announced that Canada would 
build a deep water port and 
military training base on the 
northern tip of Baffin Island.

ïCanada would also build arctic 
vessels capable of conflict.

More Exploration

ÅDenmark and the USA 
have also explored the 
geography of the region.

ÅUSA claims that the 
Northwest Passages (there 
can be more than one, 

depending on the time of 
year) are international 
waters.  Canada disagrees.

Solving the Conflict

ÅThe United Nations Law of 
the Sea Convention requires 
countries to ôstakeõ their 
claims to the region.

ÅThe four countries in question 
are likely to accept the UNõs 
decisions regarding 
international treaties and or 
negotiations.

ÅOr weõll play hockey for it.

Role of Hard Power & Soft Power

Conflicts

Whatõs the Difference?

ÅHard Power

ïArmed conflict

ïViolent terrorism

ïThe role of hard power is all 
to present and understood.

ÅSoft Power

ïMuch less human and financial 
cost
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Soft Power Terms

ÅCo-Option

ÅPotential opponents become 
closely tied to one another 

before conflict begins.

ïForming alliances (like the 
European Union)

ÅPublic Diplomacy

ïCreating a positive image of a 
country in the minds of 
citizens of other countries.

ÅThe ôplantingõ of a flag.

ÅGovernment Diplomacy

ïInternational negotiations

ïThis will likely end the Arctic 
Dispute

Hard Power Terms

ÅAid Payments & Bribes

ïWealthier countries provide 
financial incentives to gain 
support of poorer countries.

ÅSanctions

ïTaken by countries or 
organizations to force other 
countries to change policies.

ÅFreezing a countryõs finances

ÅFreezing a leaderõs finances

ÅNo-fly zones

ÅEmbargoes

ÅForce

ïUltimate expression of H.P.

ïAsymmetric Warfare

ÅIn modern times, conflicts 
usually pit a militarily strong 
combatant against a weaker 
one.

ÅWeaker side uses whatever 
weapons it has on hand (IEDs, 
for example) and counts on 
public support for the stronger 
side to diminish

ÅIraq and Afghanistan

Causes of Conflict

For Simplicity, Weõll Identify FIVE

I.  Natural Resource Conflict

ÅCombination of global 
industrial development and 
population growth increases 
demand for FINITE resources.

ïOIL is the leading resource

ïOperation Iraqi Liberation (OIL)

ÅOperation Iraqi Freedom (OIF)

ïArctic dispute (OIL)

ïSouth China Sea (OIL)

ïSuggestion that conflicts over 
WATER will take worldwide 
precedence persist.

II.  Territorial Conflicts

ÅTwo or more groups wish to 
control the same territory.

ïIsrael-Palestine

ïBasque separatist movement in 
Spain
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III.  Cultural Conflict

ÅIn North/South America and 
Oceania, is between 
indigenous (native) peoples 
and the majority population 
from other parts of the world.

ïThink of Canada and its many 
conflicts with Aboriginal 
groups over land ownership.

IV.  Religious Conflict

ÅIn many countries, religion 
forms the basis for SECULAR 
(non-religious) law.

ÅDiffering religions often lead 
to conflicts.

ïNorthern Ireland

ïIraq (Sunni & Shiite Muslims)

ïIsraeli Jews & Palestinian 
Muslims

V.  Global Geopolitical Conflict

ÅOften localized versions of 
global rivalries:

ïProxy wars during the Cold War 
era.

ÅAfrica

ÅLatin America

ÅAsia

ÅVietnam (US directly involved)

ÅKorean War (US directly involved)

ÅAfghan War (USSR involved)

Afghan-Soviet War:

Elements of All Causes

Afghan-Soviet War

ÅNatural Resource Conflict
ïMineral and energy resources

ÅTerritorial Conflict
ïUSSR wanted land access to 

the Indian Ocean and wanted 
to make Afghanistan its 
ôpuppet stateõ.

ÅCultural Conflict
ïAfghanis opposed modernity 

brought by the Soviets.

ÅReligious Conflict
ïSoviet army was viewed as a 

threat to Islam.

ïAfghanistan has very strong 
traditional beliefs and powerful 
religious groups.

ÅGeopolitical Conflict
ïSoviet imperialism would have 

expanded the empire towards 
the Middle East.
ÅUS intervention amounted to 

arming the Afghanis 
(Mujahedeen).


